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THE  MISSIONARY  COVENANT. 

"  Lo,  I  am  vvitli  you  ahvay,  even  unto  llie  end  of  the  worhl," — were  the  words 
of  the  Savior,  about  to  ascend,  to  the  disciples  gathered  around  him.  His  last 
words,  as  he  was  leaving  them,  were  words  of  [)romise,— a  promise  wiiich,  in 
uttering,  he  announced  himself  competent  to  fulfil.  There  w  as  much  of  moral 
sublimity  connected  with  the  scene  of  the  Savior's  ascension.  The  disciples 
bad  heard  his  instructions,  seen  his  sorrows,  and  admired  his  wonderful 
works;  they  were  saddened  and  solemnized  by  the  events  which  had  recently 
transpired  before  them, — the  sacramental  supper,  with  its  words  of  touching  in- 
terest ;  the  garden,  the  cross  and  the  grave ; — they  were  gladdened  again  by 
their  Master's  resurrection,  and  by  his  frequent  a[)pearances  among  them  ;  they 
were  now  assembled,  coming  up  from  various  quarters  to  the  mountain  which 
Jesus  had  a|)pointed, — to  witness,  they  knew  not  what.  They  might  well  have 
listened,  with  eager  interest,  for  the  words  that  dropped  from  his  lips.  How  in- 
teresting the  fact  that  in  his  last  interview  with  his  disciples  before  he  ascend- 
ed, he  should  have  set  his  seal  to  two  cardinal  points, — the  one,  a  doctrine,  re- 
lating to  himself ;  the  other,  a  duty,  incumbent  on  his  disciples  ; — the  doctrine, 
the  divine  dignity  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  the  duty,  the  work  of  missions  to  the  hea- 
then. The  injurjction  respecting  the  duty  to  [)ropagate  his  religion,  no  one  can 
gainsay.  The  duty  is  set  forth  in  terms  as  plain  as  language  can  make  it.  If  the 
language  does  not  enjoin  this  duty,  then  there  are  no  words  within  the  compass 
of  human  speech  in  which  it  could  be  enjoined.  That  the  doctrine  is  set  forth 
with  equal  certainty,  will  appear  in  the  sequel. 

But  there  these  two  great  points  stand,  our  Savior's  last  bequest  to  his  follow- 
ers. He  proposed  to  enter  into  a  covenant  with  them  : — They,  on  their  part, 
were  to  "  go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature ;"  He, 
on  his  part,  engaged  to  be  with  them  "alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 
The  promise  was  made  in  respect  to  their  execution  of  this  charge.  The  sweet 
consolation,  cheering  their  spirits  in  the  hour  of  sorrow,  when  their  IMaster  was 
about  to  be  taken  from  them,  was  conditioned  on  their  fulfilment  of  a  S[)ecific 
trust.  To  them  and  to  then*  lawful  heirs  or  successors  the  charge  was  com- 
mitted ;  to  them  and  their  lawful  successors  the  promise  embraced  in  the  cove- 
nant belongs.  If  found  in  the  execution  of  this  trust,  the  followers  of  Christ 
may  be  subjected  to  trials,  losses  and  privations  ;  but  the  promise  fulfilled  will 
come  like  a  reviving  breeze  to  the  sun-scorched  traveller,  elevating  and  re- 
freshing their  spirits.    The  furnace  of  trial  shall  only  refine  them ;  the  waves  of 
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grief  shall  not  overwhelm  them.  When  they  are  shut  out  from  the  luxuries  of 
home  and  the  endearments  of  friendship,  the  voice  shall  be  wafted  to  them 
from  above, — "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alvvay."  And  if,  at  the  hour  of  death,  they 
are  alone  or  among  strangers,  if  swarthy  countenances  are  round  about  them, 
and  a  barbarous  speech  falls  upon  their  ears,  still  shall  the  melody  of  this  con- 
soling language  salute  them,  and  with  its  lingering  echoes  still  perceived,  they 
shall  come  up  to  the  gate  of  heaven. 

The  time  has  been  when  many  persons  of  intelligence  and  education  pre- 
sumed to  sneer  at  the  modern  missionary  enterprise.  That  time,  however,  has 
passed.  There  are  few  persons  left,  so  unenlightened  in  respect  to  this  great 
enter[)rise,  or  so  much  prejudiced  against  it,  that  they  now  venture  to  call  in 
question  its  wisdom.  The  beneficial  results  accruing  to  commerce,  science, 
and  social  culture,  cannot  be  denied.  And  these  appeal  to  the  world, — to  the 
infidel  as  truly  as  to  the  Christian.  They  used  to  ask,  what  is  the  need  of  mis- 
sions,— what  is  their  utility, — and  on  what  authority  are  they  undertaken  ?  But 
now,  as  ever,  for  their  necessity,  we  appeal  to  the  wants  and  the  miseries  of 
unregenerate  man, — living,  the  prey  of  tormenting  fears,  of  a  corroding  sense 
of  guilt,  of  every  evil  passion,  "  without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world,* 
and  dying,  like  a  certain  celebrated  infidel,  committing  their  bodies  to  the  dust, 
their  souls  to  the  Great  Perhaps.  For  the  authority  of  missions,  we  point  to 
the  last  words  of  our  Master  and  Lord, — "  Go  ye,  and  teach  all  nations."  We 
conceive  that  the  comniand  is  in  force,  as  long  as  there  is  any  thing  wanting  to 
its  complete  fulfilment,  and  as  long  as  there  are  legitimate  successors  to  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  bequest  and  to  the  reward  which  it  proffers.  For  the  utility  of 
missions,  we  point  to  the  spirit  of  our  Master,  already  rejoicing  over  the  trophies 
of  his  death, — to  the  thousands  of  converts  from  heathenism,  civilized.  Chris- 
tianized, elevated  ;  subjected  to  the  influence  of  Christian  culture,  singing  our 
Christian  hymns,  reading  our  Christian  Scriptures  in  their  own  tongue,  and  ex- 
emplifying the  spirit  of  our  religion  before  a  persecuting  and  gainsaying  world. 
We  point  them  to  the  many  crowns  already  upon  our  Redeemer's  head,  and  to 
the  throngs  of  adoring  saints  from  every  "nation,  kindred,  tongue  and  peo- 
ple," approaching  him  and  singing,  "Crown  him,  crown  him.  Lord  of  all." 
Commerce,  science,  culture  and  social  life,  have  a  testimony  to  utter  in  behalf 
of  Christian  missions.  Earth  has  its  testimony.  Heaven  has  a  more  glorious 
witness.  Time  utters  loudly  its  approving  voice  ;  but  who  can  adequately  ex- 
press, in  human  language,  the  voices  of  immortality  ? 

Three  things,  in  our  Savior's  promise,  attract  our  attention.  1.  What  right 
had  Christ  to  make  such  a  promise  as  this  ?  2.  To  whom  was  it  made  ? 
3.  Why  did  he  make  the  promise  ;  and  what  reason  have  we  to  trust  that  it 
will  be  fulfilled? 

L  What  right  had  Christ  to  make  such  a  promise  as  this  ?  It  is  a  promise 
which  a  man  would  not  dare  to  make  to  his  fellow  men.  If  a  man  should 
utter  it  in  his  own  name,  he  must  make  it  certain  that  he  could  fulfil  it ; 
which,  in  our  bodily  condition,  is  impossible:  if  in  the  name  of  another,  he 
must  exhibit  his  voucher.  But  Christ  exhibits  no  voucher.  He  first  summons 
attention,  as  if  he  would  have  men  notice  what  he  says, — Lo — behold — I  am 
about  to  speak — hear  what  1  say ;  I  am  about  to  promise — observe  what 
I  proffer, — "  Lo,  1  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 
He  speaks  with  authority.  He  reveals  herein  the  divine  dignity  of  the  Son  of 
God.  He  claims  to  himself  attributes  never  possessed  by  man,  and  which  God 
has  never  delegated  to  any  created  being.    Paul  or  Peter,  James  or  John, 
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Carey,  Pearce  or  Edwards,  living  or  dead,  could  not  have  made  such  a  promise. 
It  would  have  been  criminal  assumption.  It  would  have  been  like  the  ravings 
of  insanity.  But  it  was  not  insanity  in  Christ.  It  was  truth.  He  has  verified 
it,  so  far  as  the  case  would  admit ;  he  will  verify  it  again. 

When  we  reflect  that  our  Savior  here  addressed  the  eleven  disciples,  if  not  five 
hundred  brethren  at  once,  that  they  were  about  to  be  scattered  every  where 
preaching  the  word,  and  that  some  of  them  were  to  live  to  a  great  age,  as  John, 
we  see  this  doctrine  fully  developed.  These  persons  were  to  live  to  various  ages, 
to  say  nothing  of  their  successors.  They  were  to  be  scattered  into  various  places. 
How  could  any  but  the  Divine  Being  be  with  them  all  to  the  end,  able  to  con- 
sole and  support  the  last,  and  to  know  that  he  should  be  able  to  do  it  ?  Did  it 
not  demand  omnipresence  to  do  this  ?  Did  it  not  require  omniscience  to  know 
that  he  should  be  able  to  do  it, — to  know  where  he  should  be,  how  he  should 
act,  and  with  whom  he  should  be  holding  converse,  years  and  years  thereafter.' 
Did  it  not  demand  the  power  of  life  and  of  death,  did  it  not  require  conscious 
immortality,  indwelling  eternity,  to  do  this,  in  a  changing,  dying  world  Surely 
he  who  could  thus  in  his  last  words  on  earth  arrogate  to  himself  eternity, 
i)mniscience  and  omnipresence,  must  have  been  a  great  impostor, — or  the  great 
God, — and  that  he  was  not  the  former,  his  life,  his  death,  attests. 

Suppose  the  passage  should  be  interpreted,  as  some  demand,  "  I  am  with  you 
to  the  end  of  this  age,  i.  e.,  the  apostolic  age  ;"  still,  he  must  be  endowed  with 
omnipresence.  Scattered  as  the  disci[>Ies  were  about  to  be,  how  could  he  have 
been  with  each,  if  he  were  no  more  than  man.'  For  it  is  not  said  his  influence 
should  be  with  them, — the  savor  of  his  presence, — his  remenibered  instructions, 
— his  ever  living  consolations, — but  *'  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world."  The  nominative  is  inserted  in  the  Greek,  that  it  may  be 
the  more  emphatic  and  definite, — I,  "I  ajn  with  you,"  my  person,  myself. 

Or  suppose  that  it  be  interpreted, — "  to  the  end  of  this  dispensation,"  in  distinc- 
tion from  the  Jewish.  Christ  is  the  Lord  of  this  dispensation  ;  and  to  make 
Buch  a  promise  as  is  contained  in  the  text  is  equivalent  to  saying,  "  I  am  witii 
you  as  long  as  the  Christian  dispensation  lasts."  But  this,  again,  is  a  claim  to 
immortality. 

Or  suppose  it  be  said,  "  1  am  with  you  till  the  end  of  the  world," — the  com- 
mon interpretation, — then  all  is  granted  that  we  claim.  Hence,  therefore, 
Christ's  right  to  make  such  a  promise  is  founded  on  his  eternity.  The  same 
word  which  in  this  verse  expresses  the  continuance  of  his  presence  with  his 
disciples,  is  elsewhere  used  to  designate  eternity.  Hence  also  he  says  in  other 
places,  claiming  to  himself  the  same  prerogative, — "1  am  he  that  liveth  and 
was  dead;  and,  behold,  lam  alive  forevermore."  "I  have  power  to  lay  down 
my  life,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again."  "In  him  was  life."  "I  am  the 
way,  the  truth  and  the  life,"  the  source  of  life, — spiritual  life, — natural  life, — all 
hfe.  Had  not  the  eternal  Being  a  right  to  speak  in  such  words  of  promise  to 
his  disciples  ? 

His  right  rested  on  his  power.  He  exhibited  his  i)ovver  in  his  miracles, 
and  in  his  assertions.  He  showed  that  he  had  power  over  the  physical  and 
the  spiritual  world, — over  the  elements  of  nature, — over  the  issues  of  life  and  of 
death.  The  realm  of  death,  as  well  as  of  life,  was  perfectly  under  his  control. 
Having  subsidized  all  nature,  in  all  its  forms,  not  to  aid,  but  to  exhibit  his  pow- 
er, not  to  secure,  but  to  adorn  his  triumphs,  he  entered  the  dominions  of  death. 
He  snatched  the  decaying  victim  from  the  grave,  and  bade  him  live  again. 
Thus  he  sustained  his  claim  to  the  empire  committed  to  his  trust  "  when  all 
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power  was  given  to  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth."  Thus  did  he  show  that  he 
held  even  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.  And  if,  according  to  the  axiom  of  phi- 
losophy, tlie  greater  contains  the  less,  then  he  who  had  the  higher  power  over 
life  and  death,  had  also  the  lower  power  over  inferior  subjects.  Why  should 
not  such  a  being  make  any,  any  promise  to  his  disciples? 

Christ's  right  rested  on  his  covenant  relation  to  his  servants.  As  we  have 
intimated,  the  words  contain  the  items  of  a  business  transaction.  We  have 
here  the  terms  of  a  covenant.  In  respect  to  the  missionary  work  here  enjoined, 
certain  conditions  are  set  forth,  with  a  reward  promised.  Jt  is  as  if  he  had  said, 
— Do  you  "go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  and 
I  will  "  be  with  you  aiway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  It  is  the  English 
brethren's,  "Do  you  go  down  into  the  well,  and  1  will  hold  the  rope."  And  he 
does  hold  it;  and  he  will  hold  it.  Men  may  forget  their  duty.  They  may  leave 
sending  the  gos[)el  to  the  heathen,  to  dispute  about  questions  of  party  zeal. 
They  may,  in  the  narrowness  of  their  souls,  let  go  the  rope,  and  leave  their 
brethren  to  their  fate.  But  let  those  who  have  gone  down  into  the  well  be 
cheered  by  the  thought  that  [ne,  the  mighty,  eternal  one,  the  lover  of  souls,  the 
glorious  Redeemer,  the  ever  living  Jehovah,  does  hold  the  rope,  and  will  hold 
it.  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway."  The  covenant  is  not  annulled.  For  the  work 
is  yet  going  on.  And  he  who  engages  with  Christ,  assuming  one  side  of  the 
treaty,  shall  find  Christ  engaging  with  him,  and  assuming  the  other.  Christ's 
protnise,  in  this  respect,  rests  on  the  covenant  relations  of  Christ  to  his  ser- 
vants in  respect  to  this  very  work. 

His  right  to  make  the  promise  and  our  obligation  to  trust  in  it,  rest  on  his 
harniony  of  plan  with  the  Divine  Being.  Harmony  of  nature  produces  harmony 
of  j)lan  ;  oneness  of  nature,  oneness  of  plan.  It  is  evident  that  God  designs  to 
secure  the  success  of  missions.  He  who  watches  the  progress  of  things  with 
but  a  careless  eye,  and  still  more  he  who  has  been  a  diligent  observer  of  them 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  will  perceive  how  Cod  is  employing  every  thing  to  pro- 
mote this  end.  Wars  are  made  the  means  of  opening  a  way  for  the  conquests 
of  the  gospel.  Victories,  national  and  political,  men  may  rejoice  over,  as  tri- 
umphs secured  to  party  ends,  to  the  public  convenience,  or  to  national  glory. 
Discoveries  in  science  and  inventions  in  the  arts,  diminishing  human  labor  and 
augmenting  human  wealth,  we  are  prone  to  admire  for  their  influence  on  our 
coffers  and  our  comforts.  But  conquests  and  victories,  discoveries  and  inven- 
tions, steamships  and  overland  passages,  railroads  and  telegraphs,  God  yokes 
them  all  to  the  triumphal  car  of  the  gospel.  When  Columbus  discovered  the 
path  across  the  ocean  to  the  new  world,  it  was  the  path  for  the  gospel  to  take 
in  its  advancement.  When  the  pilgrims,  leaving  England,  went  for  a  while  to 
Holland,  they  could  not  stay  there,  because  God  would  have  them  found  in 
America  a  new  empire, — an  empire  for  the  gospel  and  for  Christ.  When  the 
English  government  established  their  merchants  and  their  factories  in  the  East- 
ern world,  they  did  but  open  a  way  for  the  extension  of  the  triumphs  of  reli- 
gion. When,  in  18:^5,  the  Burman  empire  was  dismembered,  and  large  por- 
tions of  its  territory  given  in  charge  to  a  Christian  nation,  it  was  that  the  gospel 
might  be  preached  without  molestation  to  the  inhabitants.  He  who  opens  his 
eyes  will  see  how  God  has  fashioned  all  his  arrangements,  providence,  the 
coming  and  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  prophecy,  human  advancement,  the  general 
course  of  events,  as  if  with  reference  to  the  success  of  the  gospel.  The  plan 
of  the  divine  nature  is  one.  The  plan  of  the  Father  is  the  plan  of  the  Son. 
Their  works  spring  from  one  centre.    They  tend  to  one  result.    They  exhibit 
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one  harmonious  wisdom.  They  are  the  offspring  of  one  mind.  When  we  con- 
sult history  and  the  course  of  events  in  reference  to  this  point,  -w  hy  should  w  e 
not  trust  in  his  promise, — "Lo,  I  am  \\  'nh  you  ahvay,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world." 

Christ's  right  to  make  such  a  promise  stands  in  his  purpose,  through  his  dis- 
ciples to  convert  and  save  the  world.  He  has  set  his  systems  of  means  in  op- 
eration in  reference  to  this  end.  He  has  expressed  his  purpose  by  no  doubtful 
indications.  Prophecy  foretold  it.  The  work  of  Christ  confirmed  and  com- 
menced it.  His  commission  to  his  disciples  transmitted  the  trust.  Successive 
generations  of  Christians,  under  the  same  seal  and  authority,  have  prosecuted 
the  work;  sometimes  under  prosperity,  sometimes  under  painful  reverses,  it 
has  still  proceeded,  and  it  will  proceed.  For,  saith  Jehovah,  "  1,  the  Lord,  will 
hasten  it  in  his  tinie."  Some  of  the  servants  of  God  may  labor  long  and  see 
no  fruits  of  their  toils.  Their  hearts  may  sink  in  discoiu  agement.  But  God's 
final  purpose  is  to  employ  these  disciples,  and  such  labors  as  they  are  engaged 
in,  to  bring  about  the  grand  consummation.  Their  evangelical  efforts  may 
seem  to  them  like  water  scattered  upon  the  ground.  But  though  man  cannot 
gather  it  up,  it  is  not  lost.  The  spilled  water  returns  to  the  earth,  in  its  season, 
in  reviving  dews  or  fertilizing  showers.  It  melts  away  in  the  vapors  of  the 
morning,  as  they  roll  majestically  along  the  mountain  sides;  it  shines  in  the 
splendid  garniture  of  the  evening  sky.  It  is  a  maxim  that  nothing  is  lost  in 
nature.  Physical  particles  are  not  annihilated  ;  they  only  change  their  rela- 
tions;  and  continually  reappear  in  new  forms  of  utility  an<l  beauty.  Spiritual 
labors  and  influences  are  not  annihilated.  The  labors  and  the  words  of  minis- 
ters and  of  missionaries,  of  faithful  Sabbath  school  teachers,  of  pious  parents, 
and  of  devout  Christians  may  seem  to  be  wasted.  But  wait  lor  the  great  con- 
summation. They  shall  reappear  in  the  ciiaracters  of  the  saved.  They  shall 
swell  the  new  song  in  heaven.  They  shall  sparkle  in  gems  wreathed  about  the 
Savior's  brow.  The  spiritual  husbandman,  far  more  than  the  temporal,  may 
sow  in  hope.  'J'he  corn  may  rot  in  the  earth.  Drought  may  consume,  or 
blight  may  waste  the  expected  crops,  although  still  God  will  j)rovide  food  for 
the  diligent  and  industrious.    But  not  so  the  spiritual  husbandman. 

'Thou  canst  not  toil  in  vain  } 

Cold,  heat,,  and  moist,  and  dry, 
Shall  foster  and  mature  the  grain 

For  garners  in  the  sky. 

'Thence,  when  the  glorious  end, 

The  day  of  God,  shall  come, 
The  angel  reapers  shall  descend. 

And  heaven  cry,  '  Harvest  home  I ' ' 

Even  if  no  apparent  result  should  spring  from  the  evangelical  labors  of  the 
faithful  servant  of  God,  let  him  toil  on.  God  will  be  responsible  for  the 
fruits.  And  above  every  raging  tempest  of  trial  and  persecution,  in  every 
scene  of  toil,  distress  and  death,  let  him  listen, — for  he  will  hear  the  silvery 
tones  of  the  promise  unrecalled  and  uurecallable, — "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  ahvay, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  S.  F.  S. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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CAN  THE  HEATHEN  BE  SAVED  WITHOUT  THE  GOSPEL? 

The  following  note  accompanying  the  subjoined  article,  and  addressed  to  the  Editor, 
shews  the  occasion  and  manner  of  its  preparation. 

*♦  Being  by  invitation  present,  a  few  evenings  since,  at  a  weekly  exercise  of  one  of 
the  societies  connected  with  the  Western  Baptist  Theological  Institute,  near  Cincinnati, 
I  was  so  deeply  interested  in  the  subject  of  discussion  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  a 
synopsis  of  the  manner  it  was  treated  by  the  young  gentlemen,  for  your  Missionary 
Magazine.  Its  relevancy  must  be  obvious  ;  but  whether  it  is  otherwise  entitled  to  a 
place  in  your  invaluable  journal,  you  must  be  the  judge. 

"  The  question  was  ;  Can  the  heathen  be  saved  without  the  gospel  ?  The  speakers 
did  not  appear  to  be  arranged  on  atfirmative  and  negative  sides  ;  but  each  gave  his 
views  of  the  subject  generally,  presenting  what  in  his  opinion  sustained  the  affirmative, 
and  what  might  be  deemed  to  militate  against  it.  Each  adduced  at  discretion  direct 
arguments,  offering  and  answering  objections  at  will.  The  exercise  was  not,  properly 
speaking,  a  debate,  but  a  united  investigation  of  the  subject,  in  which  each  contributed 
what  he  could  to  the  common  stock  of  information. 

I  have  no  intention,  if  I  could,  of  following  the  order  of  the  investigation.  My  design 
is  merely  to  give  results.  In  these,  at  the  close  of  the  exercise,  there  was  manifestly 
unanimity." 

1.  It  was  deemed  evident,  that  the  heathen  are  under  the  moral  government 
of  God:  that  they  have,  in  comrnon  with  all  men,  a  moral  constitution,  and 
that  they  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  their  duty  to  render  them  accountable  : 
that  although  there  are  abundant  means  of  knowledge  within  their  reach,  which 
they  have  no  disposition  to  improve,  yet,  indisposed  as  they  are,  there  is  forced 
upon  their  understandings  and  consciences  light  sufficient,  if  imj)roved,  to  make 
them  unspeakably  more  virtuous  than  they  are.  Several  of  the  young  gentle- 
men gave,  in  confirmation  of  this  doctrine,  very  judicious  and  lucid  expositions 
of  those  familiar  passages  in  the  first  and  second  chapters  of  Romans.  "The 
invisible  things  of  Him  from  the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being 
understood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  godhead  ; 
so  that  they  are  without  excuse."  Also,  "The  Gentiles  show  the  work  of  the 
law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  conscience  also  bearing  witness,"  &:c. 

To  this  express  teaching  of  the  word  of  God,  it  was  added,  that  the  heathens' 
treatment  of  one  another  shows  that  they  consider  themselves  accountable. 
They  mutually  act  on  the  principle  that  many  duties,  at  least,  are  known,  and 
that  thus  far  they  are  to  be  held  responsible. 

2.  The  accountability  of  the  heathen  being  thus  established,  the  inquiry 
arose  ;  Is  not  the  same  light,  «&:c.,  which  is  sufficient  to  render  a  creature  ac- 
countable, equally  sufficient  to  make  him  an  acce|)table  worshi])per  of  God  ? 
Might  it  not  lead  him  to  repentance,  and  so  convert  him  ? 

On  this  there  was  considerable  discussion,  and  at  first,  in  some  of  the  speak- 
ers I  thouiiht,  some  confusion.  But  the  darkness  gradually  gave  way,  and  the 
idea  became  apparently  simple,  and  well  sustained  by  the  general  teachings  ot 
the  scriptures,  that  the  means  necessary  to  render  a  man  accountable  would 
enable  him  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  divine  law,  provided  he  had  a  rigid  dis- 
position of  heart.    If  in  all  respects  he  were  susceptible  to  right  religious  irn^ 
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pressions,  and  he  sincerely  hungered  for  truth  and  righteousness,  there  would 
be  no  ohstacle  to  his  working  out  his  own  salvation.  If  we  except  here  an  un- 
due tendency  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  speakers  to  reason  beyond  what  is  re- 
vealed, I  confess  that  my  pleasure  was  great  in  observing  the  general  convic- 
tion on  which  the  minds  of  the  members  seemed  finally  to  settle  and  rest ; — 
that  the  heathen  might,  one  and  all,  were  their  hearts  right, — were  not  their 
hearts  "  fully  set  in  them  to  do  evil,"  "  not  willing  to  retain  God  in  their  know- 
ledge,"— arrive  at  salvation  with  the  limited  means  they  possess.  As  their  ac- 
countability cannot  exceed  their  privileges,  so  nothing  but  a  spirit  of  obedience 
is  wanting  to  make  their  condition  safe. 

3.  But  it  was  admitted  by  all  that  this  spirit  of  obedience  is  wanting,  and 
universally:  that  however  ignorant  the  heathen  are  of  the  attributes  of  the  glo- 
rious God,  3'et  their  indisposition  to  worship  him  as  such  is  even  greater. 
None  doubted  that  the  declaration,  "The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God, 
for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be,"  is  of  universal 
application,  extending  to  every  member  of  the  human  family.  On  this  point 
no  time  was  spent.  It  was  granted  with  equal  readiness,  that  no  influence 
short  of  that  of  God's  Spirit  could  excite  in  the  heart  of  the  heathen,  or  of  any 
one  else,  this  spirit  of  obedie?Jce,  or  rightly  dispose  a  heart  for  the  v/orship  of 
a  holy  God. 

4.  The  question  was  finally  reduced  in  substance  to  this  foru) :  As  men 
must  be  converted  before  they  can,  that  is,  will  obey  God,  or  seek  after  spiritual 
life,  is  there  any  evidence  that  the  Divine  Spirit  ever  exerts  its  saving  influences 
where  the  gospel  is  not  jtreached  ?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  sufliciency  of 
their  religious  intelligence,  to  be  converted,  but  does  the  Spirit  ever  employ,  as 
the  instrument  of  regeneration,  truth  from  which  the  doctrine  of  a  Mediator  is 
excluded?  There  were,  it  was  said,  many  pious  persons  before  the  advent  of 
Christ, — Abraham  and  his  spiritual  seed  were  true  worshippers; — but  they,  it  is 
obvious,  had  a  knowle<lge  of  a  Savior  to  came,  and  trusted  in  him.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  there  were,  in  early  times,  those  scattered  through  the  heathen 
world,  who  might  be  pious, — of  whom  .Job  was  a  striking  instance.  Balaam, 
though  beloniiing  to  an  id»)latrous  nation,  miderstood  ujuch  of  the  true  God  and 
of  the  promised  Messiah.  He  knew  enoui;li  of  the  gospel  to  save  him,  had  it 
not  been  for  his  covetousness.  Others  similarly  situated  may  have  believed 
and  have  been  saved.  The  ideas  and  hopes  of  a  Savior,  doubtless,  faded 
slowly  from  the  minds  of  the  heathen  world.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  all 
known  instances  of  piety  previous  to  the  coming  of  Christ,  may  have  been  the 
residt  of  the  doctrines  connected  with  his  anticipated  mission  to  this  world. 
Cornelius,  to  whom  Peter  preached  the  gospel,  as  he  was  a  Jewish  proselyte, 
doubtless  expected  the  promised  Deliverer.  The  apostle  assured  Cornelius 
that  He  had  come,  and  that  the  promised  Spirit  had  been  poured  out.  It  was 
agreed  that  no  well  authenticated  instances  of  conversion  among  the  heathen 
had  ever  been  discovered  by  modern  missions,  except  as  the  fruits  of  the  gos- 
pel. Even  the  Karens,  a  people  retaining  a  greater  number  of  primitive  reli- 
gious ideas  than  any  other  heathen  nation,  seem  never  to  have  furnished  a  soli- 
tary example  of  true  piety, — of  actual  conversion, — till  taught  the  loay  of  salva- 
tion hy  Christ.  Ili.story  obviously  gives  no  countenance  to  the  ojnnion  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  ever  exerted  in  producing  a  saving  change  of  heart,  or  of  lead- 
ing men  to  the  worship  of  God,  where  the  doctrine  of  a  Savior  is  unknown. 

But  the  question  was  not  left  here.  The  teachings  of  the  scriptures  came 
next  under  consideration.    These,  it  was  thought,  were  full  and  explicit  in  sup- 
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port  of  the  sentiment  that  the  gospel  is  indispensable  to  the  salvation  of  the 
heathen.  I  never  remember  to  have  seen  so  forcible  a  view  given  of  Christ's 
address  to  Saul  of  Tarsus,  when  met  by  him  on  his  way  to  Damascus.  "  I 
have  ap})eared  unto  thee  for  this  purpose,  to  make  thee  a  minister  and  a  wit- 
ness both  of  these  things  which  thou  hast  seen  and  of  those  things  in  the  which 
I  will  appear  unto  thee  ;  delivering  thee  from  the  people  and  from  the  Gen- 
tiles, unto  whom  now  I  send  thee,  to  open  their  eyes  and  to  turn  them  from 
darkness  to  light  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God  ;  that  they  may  receive 
forgiveness  of  sins,  and  inheritance  among  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith 
that  is  in  me."    Acts  2G  :  16—18. 

The  Gentiles,  to  whom  Paul  was  commissioned  to  preach,  were  in  darkness, 
under  the  power  of  Satan,  without  forgiveness  and  without  inheritance.  This 
seems  to  have  been  their  condition  as  Gentiles, — not  a  part  of  them,  but  all. 
No  one  can  read  this  passage  and  not  feel  that  the  reason  why  Christ  sends  the 
gospel  to  them,  is,  that  otherwise  they  must  remain  in  this  benighted  and  for- 
lorn condition  ;  that  as  light  comes  from  the  gospel,  so  do  deliverance  from  the 
power  of  Satan,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  adoption.  Again,  those  who 
sliould  be  converted  through  Paul's  ministry  were  to  receive  an  "  inheritance 
among  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith  that  is  in  Christ," — either  as  yet  to 
come,  or  as  already  come  and  crucified.  Why  did  he  not  say  merely,  "among 
them  which  are  sanctified  r"  Why  "among  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith 
in  Christ,"  exce})t  they  onbj  are  heii-s  ? 

Romans  10: 12 — 17,  appeared,  if  possible,  still  more  explicit.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  so  in  fact,  but  it  is  more  obvious,  because  the  passage  is  designed  to  give 
a  reason  why  God  should  show  mercy  to  the  Gentiles  ;  to  which  the  Jews  ob- 
jected, claiming  to  be  themselves  his  chosen  people  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
others.  The  apostle  assures  them  that  the  gospel  is  designed  for  all  nations  ; 
that  "  the  same  Lord  over  all  is  riclj  unto  all  that  call  upon  him.  For  whoso- 
ever sUrW  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."  But  having  made 
this  statement,  he  expressly  declares  that  no  one  does  call  on  God  who  has  not 
faith,  and  that  faith  requires  instruction  in  the  gospel;  instruction  implies  a 
teacher,  of  whom  there  are  none  among  the  heathen; — hence  the  reason 
ivhy  teachers  are  sent.  The  argument  is  plain.  The  gospel  is  sent  to  the  heathen, 
because  they  are  dependent  on  it  for  salvation.  They  have  knowledge  of  their 
duty  suflicient  to  leave  them  without  excuse.  But  it  does  not  convert  them; 
and  as  the  gospel  does,  at  least  multitudes  of  them,  it  is  just  to  infer  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  attends  those  truths  only  which  in  some  way  recognize  the  scheme 
of  mercy.  Christ,  perhaps,  meant  to  make  this  distinction  between  a  know- 
ledge of  all  other  truths  and  the  truth  as  connected  with  himself  as  the  sinner's 
substitute, — the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus, — when  he  said,  "My  words  are  spirit  and 
life."  To  this  the  language  of  David,  Ps.  19:7,  is  an  objection  in  appearance 
and  not  in  lact.  When  the  Psalmist  says,  "The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect, 
converting  the  soul,"  he  cannot  mean  that  the  mere  precej)ts  of  God,  many  of 
which  the  heathen  understood,  ever  convert  the  soul.  This  would  conflict  with 
the  teaching  of  Paul,  that  the  carnal  mind  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God, 
neither  indeed  can  be.  But  the  term  law,  as  he  used  it,  must  have  referred  to  the 
whole  system  of  revealed  religion.  This,  manifestly,  included  the  doctrine  of 
faith  in  the  Savior  to  come  ;  and  is  called  law,  because  the  whole  system  of  re- 
vealed religion,  though  a  scheme  of  mercy,  includes  also  precei>ts.  The  cove- 
nant of  grace  includes  more  precepts,  and  those  made  more  imperative  than  the 
covenant  of  works.    It  is  not  pretended  that  any  view  of  Christ  or  of  his  gospel 
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separate  from,  much  less  tliat  is  opposed  to,  the  moral  law,  can  be  taken,  which 
will  be  converting.  The  law  of  God  must  be  honored.  As  Robert  Hall  says, 
"the  Lawgiver  must  not  be  sunk  in  the  Savior  of  the  world."  If  we  do  this,  it 
is  not  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  will  not  seal  such  instruc- 
tion upon  the  heart.  But  it  is  equally  true  that  he  will  not  where  the  Savior  is 
wanting.  His  office  is  to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  show  them  to  the 
soul  of  the  awakened  sinner.  The  moral  law  must  be  enforced,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  Christ  must  be  exhibited  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to 
every  one  that  believeth.  This  doctrine  is  the  power  ol'  God  unto  salvation, 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  other  is. 

I  was  pleased  with  the  idea  that  young  men,  soon  to  be  the  pastors  of  the 
churches,  should  entertain  these  views.  I  believed  them  lo  be  correct,  and  have 
long  felt  it  to  be  unspeakably  important  that  Christians  generally  be  correctly 
instructed  on  a  subject  of  such  moment  to  the  heathen  ;  a  doctrine  also  so 
healthful  in  its  influence  on  the  churches  at  home.  There  is  little  danger  of 
over  estimating  the  value  of  the  gospel,  or  the  importance  of  its  being  preached 
to  the  world.  It  is  the  only  foundation  of  hope  to  perishing  men.  It  is  the  gift 
of  God  to  sinners.  It  is  the  fruit  of  the  Savior's  love  and  death.  It  is  the 
language  of  all  who  appreciate  it :  "  How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that 
preach  the  gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things."  The  Lord 
has  given  the  word  ;  great  may  be  the  company  of  them  that  publish  it. 

H.  E.  P. 

JVou.  27,  1847. 

PRAYER  A  FRUIT  AND  FORERUNNER  OF  THE  GOSPEL. 

(Continued  from  p.  4.) 

A  prayerless  spirit  is  a  godless  spirit.  "  What  is  the  Almighty,  that  we 
should  serve  him,"  and  "What  profit  should  we  have  if  we  pray  unto  him?" — 
are  questions  of  one  common  import,  blasphemies  that  proceed  out  of  one  and  the 
same  evil  heart.  Prayer  acknowledges  God, — his  existence,  his  supreniacy — 
real  and  rightful — in  being  and  in  act; — his  perfect  attributes.  It  addresses 
him  as  God,  God  alone,  a  pre.'«ent  God;  pays  him  due  homage,  adores  and  loves. 
Prayer  recognizes  the  relations  we  bear  to  God,  as  creatures  of  his  jmwer,  sub- 
jects of  his  rule,  debtors  and  stewards  of  his  bounty; — confesses  our  dependence 
on  him,  our  frailty,  our  sinfulness,  our  need  of  his  mercy  and  grace.  Prayer 
accepts  the  grace  which  he  confers,  approves  the  ways  of  his  appointment, 
honors  the  Son  even  as  it  honors  the  Father,  reposes  with  filial  trust  in  his 
promise  of  pardon  and  life,  proflTcrs  and  renders  willing  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands. Prayer  is  the  allegiance  of  the  spirit  to  the  Father  of  spirits,  allegiance 
manifested  in  word  and  deed.  Prayer  is  piety.  And  therefore  did  Jesus 
pray ;  therefore  pr.nyed  the  apostles ;  therefore  is  it  required  of  all  who 
preach  the  gospel,  and  of  all  \v[\o  as|)ire  to  preach  it, — the  plan  devised  to  bring 
man  back  to  his  allegiance  to  God, — that  they  be  praying  men,  men  reconciled 
and  rendering  allegiance  to  God,  walking  with  God,  and  holding  habitual  and 
earnest  converse  with  him.  They  give  themselves  to  the  ministry  of  the  word  ; 
but  they  also,  and  primarily,  give  themselves  to  prayer. 
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And  "  why  should  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible,"  by  any  one,  that  God 
should  answer  prayer?  and  that,  in  answering  prayer,  the  Divine  Spirit  should 
choose  his  own  methods  and  times  and  seasons,  "  which  he  has  kept  in  his 
own  power?"  whether  mediately,  through  subordinate  and  secondary  causes, 
or  personally,  by  his  own  unintercepted  influences?  Cannot  he  who  made  the 
soul,  and  gave  to  it  its  laws  of  life  and  movement,  in  whom  the  soul  lives  and 
has  its  being,  who  takes  cognizance  of  its  every  state  and  act,  who  understand- 
eth  its  thought  afar  off, — cannot  he  regard  its  prayer,  prayer  which  he  has  in- 
vited, inclined,  commanded,  the  soul  to  offer  to  him?  And  maybe  not,  in 
granting  to  its  filial  offering  of  prayer  the  appointed  fruit  and  recompense,  abide 
by  and  honor  the  laws  of  its  nature,  laws  of  his  own  enacting  ?  Does  he  not 
know  its  laws,  is  he  not  able,  does  wisdom  fail  him,  so  that  he  cannot  abide  by 
those  laws  and  still  maintain  the  power,  and  right,  and  will  of  free  access  and 
communication  with  the  soul  which  he  has  made?  And  is  the  Father  of  our 
spirits  shut  out  from  his  own  offspring  ?  The  manner  of  communication  between 
created  mind  and  its  Creator  we  may  not  comprehend,  the  fact  we  may  not 
question.  Disembodied  spirits,  with  whom,  divested  of  corporeal  sense,  there 
is  nothing  visible,  nothing  audible,  nothing  tangible,  in  the  original  acceptation 
of  those  terms,  have,  nevertheless,  knowledge  and  converse  and  influence  one 
with  another.  x\ngelic  spirits  who  stand  before  the  throne  offering  praise,  who 
have  never  been  encumbered  with  material  forms,  give  and  receive  tokens  of  mu- 
tual cognizance  and  love  and  common  joy,  never  intermitted,  never  unobserved, 
never  unrequited.  God  hears  and  approves  their  praise,  himself  inspires  their 
songs,  himself  upholds  in  "their  first  estate"  and  still  bedecks  with  ever  increas- 
ing grace  and  glory  the  "  innumerable  company."  So,  too,  he  may  be  mindful  of 
us,  may  visit  us,  niay  abide  with  us;  God  in  us  and  we  in  him  ;  may  listen  to 
the  voice  of  our  secret  prayer ;  may  approve,  accept,  requite  with  choicest 
blessings;  before  we  call,  he  may  answer;  "at  the  beginning  of  our  supplica- 
tions the  commandment  may  come  forth." 

Prayer  is  knowledge, — the  knowledge  of  God  and  of  Jesus  Christ,  which 
is  "  life  eternal."  The  gospel  of  God  is  not  only  from  God,  but  concerning 
God,  his  nature,  his  holiness  and  will,  his  benevolence,  and  truth,  and  faithful- 
ness. And  they  who  would  know  God,  must  be  taught  of  God.  They  must 
beconie  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  rruist  become  conscious,  for  themselves, 
of  abiding  holy  and  benevolent  affections  and  aims.  God  has  given  us  his  writ- 
ten word,  uttered  by  "holy  men  of  old,  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost ;"  and  it  is  "  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  rej)roof,  for  correction,  for  in- 
struction in  righteousness."  But  to  be  thus  profitable,  it  must  be  "  mixed  with 
faith  ;"  and  "faith  is  the  gift  of  God."  God  must  give  us  faith  ;  must  impart  to 
us  of  his  own  nature ;  must  quicken,  and  nourish  in  our  hearts,  and  cause  to 
grow  unto  full  maturity  whatever  is  communicable  of  his  divine  excellencies, 
that  thus  we  may  re-obtain  the  knowledge  of  God.  The  word  of  God  must 
dwell  in  us  richly,  but  the  Spirit,  who  uttered  the  word,  must  live  in  and  actu- 
ate the  word;  and  they  who  study  the  word,  must  receive  of  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  thereby  know  the  mind  of  the  Spirit.  "The  Spirit  searcheth  ail 
things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God.  For  what  man  knoweth  the  things 
of  a  man,  save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  within  him  ?  Even  so  the  things  of 
God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God."  "  Now  we,"  says  the 
apostle,  "  have  received  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  v/hich  is  of  God, 
that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God."  And  this  Spirit, 
which  is  of  God,  we  receive  from  God  when  we  make  request  therefor  to  him. 
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Hence  it  is  a  first  principle,  in  the  study  of  God's  word,  and  worthy  to  be  in- 
fixed as  an  abiding  and  cherished  conviction  in  the  understandings  and  hearts 
of  all  men  who  would  know  and  understand  the  gospel  of  God,  that  the  prime 
preparative  to  successful  study,  and  the  indispensable  accompaniment  and  help 
of  all  other  profitable  preparation,  is  effectual^  fervent  and  continual  prayer  to 
God.  The  ablest  teacher  of  things  divine  and  spiritual,  the  most  unwearied  in 
effort,  the  most  ready  to  hear  and  solve  all  spiritual  and  all  biblical  perplexities, 
the  most  patient  of  the  darkness  and  feebleness  of  man's  intellect  and  of  the 
perversity  of  man's  heart,  and  the  most  effective  to  give  knowledge  and  under- 
standing and  all  good  gifts  to  them  who  will  seek  his  instructions,  is  the 
Great  Teacher  sent  from  God,  is  God  the  Spirit : — who  has  come  forth  for  this  ex- 
press purpose,  that  he  might  take  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  shew  them  to  his 
people,  and  bring  to  remembrance  all  things  whatsoever  Christ  has  said  ;  that 
die  might  give  spiritual  discernment  of  "the  things  written  in  ihe  book."  And 
his  teachings,  his  purifying  and  enlightening  influences, — himself, — are  freely 
•:given  of  God  to  all  who  ask  him.  If  we  know  how  to  give  good  gifts,  how 
much  more  shall  our  Heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask 
ihim !" 

This  primary  article  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  of  the  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
tto  teach,  as  well  as  to  sanctify  and  sup[)ort,  is  an  admitted  verity  in  all  our  for- 
tnjujaries.  We  honor  it  with  our  lips,  even  though  our  hearts  be  far  irom  it. 
<5od  is  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  no  darkness  at  all ;  the  infinite  Mind, 
«oui*oe  of  all  communicable  knowledge  and  understanding,  and  specially  of  the 
•knowledge  of  his  own  being,  and  thoughts,  and  ways ;  the  fountain-head  of 
-those  Jiving  streatns  of  which  all  who  would  know  God  must  freely  and  largely 
»drink.  And  the  Holy  Spirit  is  specifically  charged  with  conveying  inio^  our 
•hearts  diese  living  waters,  if  we  do  not  close  our  hearts  and  turn  away  from 
him.  ^ 

If  "prayer  availeth  much"  with  regard  to  the  knowledge  of  God's  character, 
«o,  too,  with  respect  to  a  right  understanding  of  his  will.  Prayer  is  wisdom. 
•"If  any  man  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  liberally  and 
4ipb*-aidetk  not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him."  True  wisdom  is  to  know  and  do 
<jrod's  wiH.  God  seeth  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  all  the  steps  and  pro- 
between.  He  knoweth  his  own  mind  and  will.  And  his  way  is  perfect. 
WIk)  -choose  his  way,  cannot  err.  The  end  thereof  is  righteousness  and  peace 
♦brever,  Bui  the  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him  ;  and  he  will 
shew  them  his  covenant.  The  meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment,  the  meek  will  he 
tea«h  his  way.  This  princi|)le  is  apposite  to  all  who  are,  or  think  to  become 
pi'eachersof  God's  character  and  will.  They  are  to  learn  his  will,  in  particu- 
lars no  less  than  universals,  with  respect  to  individuals  as  well  as  classes,  in 
reference  to  themselves  and  not  others  only,  through  the  medium  primarily  of 
fervent  prayer,  "  Lord,  ivhat  ivilt  thou  have  me  to  do,"  was  the  jirayer  of  Saul, 
when  the  Lord  had  met  him  in  the  way.  And  it  was  in  answer  to  his  prayer 
that  the  Lord  told  him  what  he  must  do.  "Behold  he  prayeth,"  said  the  Lord 
to  Ananias  in  a  vision.  And  can  we  doubt  what  was  the  tenor  or  the  fervency 
of  his  prayer  during  those  memorable  "three  days,"  in  which  he  abode  in  Da- 
mascus "  without  sight,  and  neither  did  eat  nor  drink?"  Behold,  he  prayeth  f 
and  the  Lord,  in  the  time  and  manner  which  his  own  wisdom  approved,  gave 
answer.  "  Ananias  went  his  way  and  entered  into  the  house;  and  putting  his 
hands  on  him,  said,  Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus,  that  appeared  unto 
thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest,  hath  sent  me,  that  thou  mightest  receive  thy 
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sight,  aud  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost."  So  God  hears  prayer  at  the  present 
day,  and  in  ways  and  by  means  of  his  own  appointnnent  seasonably  and  dis- 
tinctly answers.  As  he  appoints  the  preachers  of  his  word,  so  he  assigns  to 
them  their  respective  fields  of  labor  ; — it  is  his  prerogative  so  to  do; — and  he 
does  it  in  answer  to  fervent  prayer. 

The  same  principle  holds  true  of  all  who  would  aid  in  the  ministering  of 
God's  word,  according  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  whom  he  has  made  stewards  of 
his  goods,  saying.  Occupy  till  1  come.  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ? 
These  talents  which  thou  hast  given  me,  are  thine  own;  these  houses  and 
lands,  this  silver  and  gold,  these  flocks  and  herds,  all  are  thine.  Thou  hast 
given  them  to  me  to  use  for  thee,  that  at  thy  coming  thou  mayest  receive  thine 
own  with  usury.  Hoiv  much,  wilt  thou  that  I  cast  into  my  Lord's  treasury  ? 
what  doth  it  seem  good  in  thy  sight,  that  I  retain  in  my  own  power  ?  Lord, 
teach  me  thy  will.  Shew  nie  what  thou  would  have  me  to  do,  and  give  me  a 
forwardness  of  heart  and  Ijand  to  do  it."  Such  prayer,  sincere,  fervent,  perse- 
vering, is  never  offered  in  vain.  The  Lord  makes  known  his  will ;  and  he  who 
of  the  Lord  has  freely  received,  freely  gives. 

Prayer  obtains  of  God  a  teachable  spirit ;  disposes  to  an  earnest  seeking  of 
right  and  duty  ;  secures  a  ready  and  cheerlul  recognition  of  the  claims  of  duty; 
induces  their  prompt  fulfilment.  Prayer  purifies  the  affections,  represses  the 
selfish  and  earthly,  strengthens  the  spiritual  ;  brings  into  full  relief  holy  and 
benevolent  ends, — things  worldly,  sensual,  self-pleasing,  it  casts  into  the  shade. 
Prayer  quickens  the  conscience, — discerns  with  accurate  precision  the  intents 
of  the  heart,  separating  between  the  precious  and  the  vile.  It  is  a  true  ap- 
praiser, fixing  right  values  on  things,  things  temporal  and  things  spiritual, 
things  fleeting  and  things  eternal, — giving  them  rightful  names.  Prayer  en- 
thrones in  the  heart  that  "fear  of  the  Lord,  which  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom  ;" 
prayer  emboldens  our  faith  in  God,  so  that  it  "  overcometh  the  world."  It  is  for 
tmni  of  prayer,  fervent,  unwearied,  trustiul  prayer,  that  some  have  erred  from 
the  right  way,  and  "pierced  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows."  They 
have  not  cherished,  they  have  not  sought,  a  docile  spirit;  they  have  shrunk 
from  the  honest  investigation  of  truth  and  duty;  ihey  have  feared  to  pray. 
"  There  was  a  lion  in  the  way  ;"  or  they  have  "  loved  this  present  world." 

Prayer  is  submission,  resignation,  contentment,  peace.  Prayer  begets  and 
fosters  a  childlike  trust  in  God,  crying  Abba,  Fatiier.  Prayer  gives  discovery  of 
the  riches  of  God's  wisdoni,  and  power,  and  love,  and  ever  wakeful  faithliilness. 
Prayer  opens  the  conduits  from  the  exhaustless,  living  fountains  of  the  conso- 
lations of  God,  "  the  nether  springs  and  the  upper  springs."  Prayer  banishes 
solitude  ;  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  increaseth 
strength  ; — restoreth  the  soul.  Prayer  brings  down  upon  the  soul  the  light  of 
God's  countenance,  assures  of  his  presence,  his  watchful  care,  his  compassion- 
ate regard,  his  complacent,  free,  abiding,  unmeasured  love. 

"Prayer  makes  llie  darkened  cloud  withdraw  5 
Prayer  climbs  the  ladder  Jacob  saw  5 
Gives  exercise  to  faith  and  love  ; 
Brings  every  blessing  from  above.'"' 

Prayer  fills  the  soul  with  the  divine  fulness,  makes  it  to  drink  abundantly  of 
the  river  of  God,  "that  maketh  glad  ;"  gives  token  and  foretaste  of  nobler  bliss 
to  come.  Prayer  woos  and  wins  tlie  indwelling  of  the  blessed  Spirit,  the  Com- 
forter,— "  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  which  is  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance 
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iiDtil  the  redemption  of  the  purchased  posisession  ;"  who  abideth  continually  w  ith 
those  who  will  abide  with  him;  and  to  provide  for  whose  coming  and  indwel- 
ling it  was  expedient  for  us  that  Jesus  "should  go  away."  Prayer  is  liglit,  life, 
joy;  prayer  is  blessedness  and  glory  ;  blessedness  begun  on  earth,  perlected  in 
heaven, — and  liaving  meet  expression,  there,  in  ra[)turous  and  neverceasing 
praise. 
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The  following  extracts  under  dale  of| 
Oct.  25,  give  many  interesting  notices  of  j 
the  progress  of  the  gospel  the  last  year, 
not  onJy  in  and  near  Berlin,  but  other  and 
distant  places. 

A  fellow-laborer  provided — Baptismal  scene 
at  Templin. 

Soon  after  my  last  letter,  1  was 
again  seized  with  severe  illness,  which 
brought  me  very  low  ;  so  that  lor  some 
time  my  friends,  as  well  as  mystlf, 
leared  much  lor  my  lil"e.  But,  blessed 
be  the  Lord,  he  has  restored  my 
strength,  and  1  am  now,  for  the  most 
part,  in  full  vigor  and  health.  It  was  a 
gracious  i)rovidence  that  about  that 
time  the^Lord  guided  into  oiu-  faith  a 
very  dear  brotlicr  and  o!d  (ru^-ciple,  JMi-. 

A.  W  , a  watchmaker,  who,  enibrac- 

iug  the  truth  in  baptism,  came  out  lo 
join  our  church,  'i  he  Lord  had  <ii\en 
him  long  belbre,  much  talent  to  preach, 
and  he  had  exeicisetl  the  gift  for  ni;:n\ 
years;  dining  \Nliich  peiiod  I  knew 
him  very  well,  and  he  enjoyed  (as  .-till 
he  does)  the  greatest  esteem  of  all 
Christian  peo|)le.  This  acquisition 
was  of  great  value  ;  for  during  the  time 
I  was  laid  aside,  and  there  was  no 
projiiinent  brother  among  our  inmil.er, 

Mr.  W  has  rendered  me,  till  now, 

all  the  assistance  I  could  wish,  and  our 
church  has  had  also  great  advantage 
from  his  preaching.  It  is  very  simple, 
but  pmely  evan«;elic;il,  and  with  l(:'r\or 
and  zeal.  So  the  Lord  helped  us  in 
our  distres.*;.  I  li;ul  at  last  recourse  lor 
my  disease  to  the  cold  wtiter  cure  ; 
and  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  it. 

As  soon  as  I  was  partially  restored, 
I  commenced  travelling,  and  have 
spent  ujost  of  the  summer  in  this  way. 
I,  and  many  frjjends  in  our  country,  had 
long  desired  it;  but  1  could  not  get 


away  for  any  length  of  time,  because 
there  was  none  who  could  suiij)ly  our 
pidpit.  Now  it  was  ])0ssil)le.  1  have 
visited  many  churches  and  single  indi- 
viduals, baptized  a  goodly  mimber,  and 
adniinistered  the  Lord's  supper  very 
frequently  to  congrei:ations  and  jier- 
sons  where  no  regular  administrator  is 
engaged;  and  the  Lord  h;s  j:i\enme 
much  grace  and  joy  ;  so  that,  ihough  I 
could  not  do  so  much  heie  in  Berlin,  I 
njoice  that  the  cause  ol  niith  has  the 
more  sj.ree.d  in  the  countiy. 

1  will  now  relate,  in  })articnlar,  some 
of  my  ex])erietice  on  my  various  tours. 
I  first  .set  out  for  Teniplin,  where  the 
opposiiion  against  the  Lord's  cause 
from  malignant  men  has  so  long  been 
manifest.  1  needed  to  use  caution  in 
entering  the  tow  n.  I  had  agreed  that 
we  should  meet  in  a  village  five  miles 
this  side.  1  travelled  all  night  to  get 
there  ;  was  met  in  Zehdcnick  by  a  lit- 
tle boy,  who  hafi  long  desired  to  be  bap- 
tized, and  who  now  rejoiced  exceeding- 
ly because  I  expressed  the  hope  that 
we  could  grant  his  desire.  I  never  be- 
fore saw  so  much  })iety  in  a  child. 
For  this  very  reason  the  boys  of  his 
village  have  dreadlully  |)ersecuted  and 
abused  him  ;  but  he  has  borne  it  all 
with  the  greatest  j)atience.  Though 
the  heat  of  the  day  was  distressiiig, 
>et  my  walk  with  that  dear  child  was 
exceedingly  pleasant  to  me.  At  length 
i  arrived  in  Ilammelspring ;  and  by 
and  by  the  dear  disciples  of  Tenq)rm 
a[)peared,  and  our  joy  was  very  great. 
I'here  is  a  dear  brother  who  takes  the 
oversight  of  the  flock,  31r.  Kenmitz. 
He  arrived  soon,  and  we  had  much 
conversation  on  the  aflairs  of  this  sta- 
tion, w  liicli  is  forty-five  English  rhiles 
from  Berlin.  A  jiart  of  the  candidates 
to  be  baptized  came  also,  and  I  had 
opportunity  to  discourse  with  tliem 
and  hear  their  experience  and  faitli. 
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At  eveniiiiif  we  went  to  a  beautiful 
lake,  half  way  to  Templin,  the  rest  of 
the  brethren  having  engaged  to  meet 
us  there.  Much  caution  was  required 
to  escape  the  vigilance  of  people. 

We  arrived  safely  on  the  borders  of 
tlie  lake,  but  our  Iriends  from  Temp- 
lin were  not  there,  and  we  waited  a 
Jong  time  for  them,  while  messengers 
were  sent  in  various  directions  to  guide 
them  to  the  place  where  we  were. 
At  last  the  little  August  came,  leap- 
ing and  shouting,  "  Now  they  come  ," 
and  soon  a  dark  cloud  nioved  towards 
us,  and  we  had  the  joy  to  salute  our 
brethren  most  heartily.  We  had  then, 
on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  state  of  those  candidates 
who  had  just  come,  and  as  they  all  liad 
imdergone  already  the  great  trial  of 
persecution,  and  had  been  closely  ob- 
served for  some  time,  we  needed  not 
much  scrutiny.  I  next  addressed  them 
on  the  subject  of  baptism,  and  we  pre- 
j)ured  lor  tiie  rite.  Jt  was  the  first 
time  that  baptism  was  administered 
there;  all  others  had  l)een  baptized  in 
Berlin.  We  felt  very  happy  ;  no  fitter 
jjlace  ibr  baptism  could  scarcely  be 
found.  We  were  on  the  brow  of  a 
large  row  of  hills,  bending  into  the 
lake, — no  disturber  any  where, — (juite 
remote  from  the  world, — the  lake  one 
of  the  largest,  extending  beneath  our 
feet  far  and  wide.  The  moon  was 
rising  over  the  hills  behind  us.  I  first 
placed  the  candidates, — nine  in  all, — 
in  a  crescent;  what  a  beautiful  sight ! 
They  all  had  imdergone  a  severe  trial 
by  judge,  and  burgomaster,  and  clergy, 
and  the  world  at  large,  and  had  been 
I'ound  faithful.  Amongst  them  was 
also  that  little  boy,  Angust  Dickmann, 
twelve  years  of  age.  As  I  had  tried 
the  depth  of  the  water  and  found  that 
it  extended  shallow  for  a  longdistance, 
we  must  all  go  into  it  at  once.  1  told 
the  candidates  to  take  one  another's 
hand,  then  took  the  one  on  the  left, 
and  thus  guided  them  all  at  once  down 
the  hill  into  the  deep;  while  those  re- 
maining on  the  hill  had  the  most  beau- 
tiful view  below  them.  The  candi- 
dates were  five  sisters  and  four  breth- 
ren, among  the  latter  also  the  little 
August,  and  next  to  him  an  old,  grey 
liaired  brother.  The  weather  was  very 
mild  and  beautiful,  and  the  moon 
broke  so  gently  over  the  hills  behind 
us  and  gilded  the  surrounding  clouds, 
that  it  was  the  most  attractive  scene  I 
ever  witnessed.  With  deep  solemnity 
I  baptized  one  after  another,  and  br. 
Kemnitz  guided  them  out  of  the  water. 


Most  elevated  were  our  feelings  when, 
after  the  rite,  and  an  address,  and 
prayer,  we  joined  in  a  glorious  hyiiin> 
"  Lasj^t  mis  ihm  ein  Hallelujah  singen," 
(Let  us  sing  to  him  a  Hallejujah.)  Then, 
while  it  wag  yet  night,  all  things  being 
performed,  we  made  otii-*  entrance  into 
Templin,  and  the  next  morning  I  was 
away  and  visited  several  other  people 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  saw  that 
there  is  growing  there  many  another 
sweet  fruit  for  the  Savior. 

Soon  afterwards  1  made,  in  company 
with  my  two  sons,  who  now  also  are 
baptized  members,  a  journey  to  Ham- 
burgh, where  the  new  chapel  was 
consecrated  to  the  Lord.  We  rejoiced 
exceedingly  on  the  occasion,  and  spent 
a  week  there,  while  I  preached  and 
addressed  the  brethren  at  several  times; 
enjoying  after  a  long  separation  sweet 
fellowship  with  my  dear  br.  Oncken. 

Environs  of  the  Oder — Baptism  at  Tornow, 
and  church  organized. 

My  next  tour  was  to  the  Oder  and 
environs.  In  Tornow  village,  near 
Neustadt,  they  had  long  waited  for  me 
already.  1  had  the  sweet  satisfaction 
ol'  ba|)ti7.ing  there  eight  converts,  four 
brethren  and  four  sisters,  who  all  were 
lidi  of  their  first  love  to  the  Savior. 
Two  had  been  baptized  there  before^ 
so  that  we  were  an  eleven,  who  then 
sal  down  in  the  night  and  commemo- 
rated the  Lord's  death.  Chose  one  of 
the  brethren  to  serve  on  such  occa- 
sions in  future.  Thus  a  new  church 
was  formed. 

Zackerick  and  Frankfort  churches — Baptisms, 
I  next  proceeded  a  long  way  to 
Zackerick,  where  our  dear  br.  Koi)pen, 
a  farmer,  was  ordained  and  had  bap- 
tized five  converts;  they  are  now 
twenty-one.  (In  Tetnplin  are  twenty- 
five  baptized.)  1  was  most  cordially 
welcomed  there,  and  spent  two  days 
including  a  Sabbath,  and  preached 
there  and  in  Lietzgoricke  village,  near 
Z.,  five  times.  The  love  and  attach- 
ment of  the  dear  brethren  and  si^jters 
was  beyond  conceiving,  and  our  fellow- 
ship very  sweet.  The  cause  prospers 
here.  My  throat  was,  however,  much 
aflfected  by  the  continual  speaking. 

I  was  brought  thence  in  a  carriage 
to  a  br.  Hilliges,  a  farmer,  who  i'esides 
quite  alone,  where  I  was  also  very 
welcome.  The  next  day  I  entered 
Frankfort.  Much  hope  was  entertain- 
ed that  a  goodly  nuuiber  here  would 
come  out  to  be  baptized,  but  unfavor- 
able events  had  prevented  it.  Yet 
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some  were  ready  to  begin  the  work, 
as  there  was  no  church  here  as  yet. 
1  left  them,  however,  for  the  present, 
and  went  on  the  railway  to  Guben, 
where  a  dear  Christian  friend  longed 
very  much  to  be  baptized.  After  1 
had  conversed  with  him,  and  became 
fully  convinced  that  he  was  as  faithful 
as  the  letters  we  had  previously  ex- 
changed had  indicated,  1  baptized  him, 
in  the  day  time,  as  we  were  walking 
beside  the  water  of  a  fine  stream,  and 
then  in  the  evening  celebrated  with 
him  the  Lord's  supper.  He  lately  has 
married  a  very  dear  sister  of  ours, 
and  there  is  thus  another  new  interest 
sprung  up.  1  then  returned  to  Frank- 
fort, where  I  was  received  with  the 
greatest  affection ;  and  after  all  hin- 
drances were  removed,  had  the  sweet 
joy  of  baptizing  three  disciples.  Hap- 
pily there  had  just  come  tlnee  others, 
of  our  church  in  i3erlin,  so  that  we 
were  seven  of  us,  who  for  the  first 
time  sat  down  in  the  primitive  way  to 
show  forth  the  Lord's  death.  Several 
others  gave  hope  of  conversion  to  God. 
1  trust  that  this  beginning  will  be  of 
glorious  results  in  the  great  work  of 
evangelizing  the  world,  though  great 
enmity  also  is  manifested  here.  1  was 
dismissed  with  all  the  affection  which 
could  be  imagined,  and  returned  to 
Berlin  fraught  with  blessing. 

Tour  to  the  Elbe — Baptisms  at  Sechausen 
and  Clotze. 

Soon  after  this,  1  set  out  for  a  tour 
to  the  Elbe,  and  extended  it  to  many 
other  parts  and  places.  Went  first  to 
the  Altmack,  a  part  of  the  province  of 
Brandenburg,  where  several  friends 
had  long  expected  me.  In  Seehausen 
1  baptized  a  husband  and  wife,  when, 
besides  me,  two  brethren  were  present 
from  Berlin,  and  we  rejoiced  much  in 
the  Lord.  Accompanied  by  one  of 
them  back  to  the  Elbe  in  very  great 
heat,  I  went  up  in  a  steamer  to  Tan- 
germiiiide  and  environs,  where  some 
brethren  are  fully  convinced  of  the 
truth  in  baptism  ;  but  as  they  had 
their  scrui)les  still  as  to  yielding  to  cer- 
tain measures  iniposed  by  government, 
I  could  not  baptize  them  now,  but  de- 
layed it.  The  heat  during  all  this  time 
was  extreme,  and  frequently  I  was 
compelled  to  walk  a  long  way  in  the 
noon  sun.  Visited  Hendal  and  other 
towns,  and  formed  new  acquaintances. 
Then  went  to  Clotze,  and  a  forester's 
house,  named  Pansan.  You  will  re- 
collect under  what  very  interesting 


circumstances  I  visited  here  two  years 
ago,  and  the  last  year  there  was  bap- 
tized a  dear  sister,  the  forester's  daugh- 
ter. 1  now  had  the  great  delight  to 
baptize  her  sister,  who,  meantiuje,  had 
become  a  believer.  Om*  dear  br.  Ule, 
a  lawyer,  whom,  two  years  ago,  1  bap- 
tized here,  happened  just  now  to  be 
present  again,  and  thus  we  spent  a 
glorious  Sabbath,  and  broke  bread  to- 
gether, from  which  these  dear  disciples 
had  been  debarred  all  the  year  past, 
living  far  from  any  of  our  churches. 

Hanover — Eimbeck — Goslar — Othfreesen. 

Being  now  not  far  from  Hanover, 
and  feeling  a  great  <lesire  to  see  the 
brethren  there,  1  travelled  all  night  in 
tlie  mail,  and  the  next  day  a  little  on 
the  railway,  and  arrived  in  Hanover  at 
noon,  improving  opportunities  on  the 
way  to  distribute  tracts.  1  knew  al- 
ready, that  since  my  last  visit,  two  years 
ago,  the  cause  here  had  been  linger- 
ing very  much  ;  and,  therefore,  I  did 
my  utmost  to  strengthen,  admonish 
and  encourage  the  little  band  ;  made 
long  tours  in  the  neighborhood,  under 
a  scorching  sun,  to  reclaim  backsliders, 
and  at  another  time  held  an  evening 
meeting;  and  when  it  became  very 
late  and  tnost  of  our  friends  were 
gone,  and  none  of  them  had  a  horse, 
but  were  servants  and  journeymen,  I 
spent  the  night  in  the  meeting  room, 
sleeping  on  the  benches,  and  my  car- 
pet bag  serving  lor  a  pillow.  The 
next  niorning  I  lell,  when  I  could 
hope  that  the  cause  was  stayed  in  its 
dying  away,  and  new  courage  was  put 
into  the  hearts  of  the  disciples.  I 
longed  now  to  see  om*  dear  brethren 
around  the  liartz  mountains,  and  trav- 
elled over  llilderheim  to  Eimbeck,  vis- 
iting some  who  were  scattered  abroad. 
In  Eimbeck  I  had  the  joy  to  see  x\Ir. 
Stein hofF,  whose  travels  and  persecu- 
tions in  Hessia  and  Switzerland  are 
known  to  you.  We  were  in  sweet  fel- 
lowship with  each  other;  the  brethren 
came  together,  and  1  spoke  to  them 
from  the  scriptures,  and  related  to 
them  much  of  God's  dealings  with  his 
people  abroad.  The  Ibllowing  day  I 
travelled  over  the  highest  regions  of 
the  Hartz,  surrounded  by  clouds,  and 
came  to  Goslar,  where  our  brethren 
flocked  together  from  the  surrounding- 
villages,  and  I  had  a  very  blessed  Sab- 
bath. Preached  to  them  twice,  and 
our  gracious  Lord  was  so  near  to  us 
that  the  deepest  emotions  were  mani- 
fested, and  all  remained  together,  after 
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the  breaking  of  bread,  till  very  late  iu 
the  iiiglit,  making  the  best  use  of  the 
time  allotted  to  us.  A  dear  brotlier, 
whom  on  this  toiu*  I  had  met  already 
in  Seeliausen,  was  now  also  here,  and 
accompanied  me  the  next  morning  uj) 
to  the  iirocken,  the  highest  to})s  of  the 
mountains,  and  down  again,  when  J 
Jelt  him  and  the  people  there  for  Oth- 
freesen.  Yon  know  already  how  much 
the  dear  saints  here  have  sufiered  from 
persecution.  There  is  not  one  who 
has  not  been  in  prison.  The  wife  of 
the  brother  wliere  1  stopjied,  told  me 
that  even  when  she  was  in  most  deli- 
cate health,  she  had  been  cast  into 
prison  and  fed  on  water  and  bread, 
but  never  had  felt  so  joyful  in  her  life 
as  then. 

The  dear  brother  who  most  of  all 
has  suffered,  guided  me  to  the  moun- 
tains and  into  the  forest,  where,  eveii 
now,  they  meet  together.  But  we 
ventured  to  meet  this  night  in  his 
house,  where  peoj)le  of  Salzgitter  and 
other  places  flocked  together,  and  I 
preached  to  them,  comforting  them 
from  our  glorious  hope.  They  very 
gladly  would  have  detained  me  seve- 
ral days,  but  1  had  extended  my  jour- 
ney already  too  far  and  too  long,  being 
required  at  hotne  very  much  ;  and 
thus,  after  another  fortnight,  I  came  to 
my  dear  peoj)le  again. 

nationalism  at  Ma;jdebarg. 
On  the  way  I  spent  a  night  and  a 
day  in  Magdeburg,  where  there  is 
some  iiope  for  the  beginning  of  a  new 
interest,  but  where  Rationalism  has 
unfolded  its  banner  most  witlely,  and 
where  a  Mr.  Ulich,  its  chief  champion, 
has  the  support  of  most  of  the  jieople, 
so  far  as  1  could  ascertain.  Govern- 
ment is  in  a  great  stniit  about  this. 
Ulich  is  suspended  from  his  ofHce, 
and  tried  before  the  Consistory :  l)ut 
very  great  agitation  prevails  among  the 
peo|)le  on  account  of  it.  They  have 
imbibed  iiifidelity,  as  it  should  be  call- 
ed, for  ages  and  from  their  childhood  ; 
and  though  the  present  government 
oppose  Rationalism  mightily,  yet  they 
seem  not  to  prevail;  but  there  will  be 
a  great  conflict  and  disruption  at  no 
far  distant  time. 

Berlin  church — Relations  to  government. 

The  intervals  between  my  journeys 
this  summer,  I  spent  here  in  great  anx- 
iety and  hurry  ;  as  the  building  of  our 
meeting-house  required  all  the  atten- 
tion and  labor  I  could  bestow.  It  is 
now  so  far  advanced  that  a  keeper 


dwells  in  it,  and  the  large  hall,  for 
our  prayer  meetings,  is  fast  finishing. 
However,  we  shall  not  be  ready  till 
next  spring,  as  the  walls  need  to  dry 
first. 

As  to  the  state  of  our  church,  I 
rejoice  to  say  that  it  is  prosperous. 
We  have  had  many  accessions,  though 
the  number  of  them  is  not  just  at 
hand.  In  various  cases  we  have  been 
obliged  to  exercise  discipline,  and 
three  or  four  have  been  excluded.  My 
illness  in  spring,  and  long  absence  in 
sunmier,  have  rather  prevented  greater 
increase ;  but  I  hope  this  will  be 
amended  also.  Our  uieetings  now  are 
crowded,  and  we  long  for  a  larger 
meeting  place,  which  will  benefit  us 
very  much,  we  trust. 

As  to  om*  relaiions  to  government, 
tiiere  has  not  occurred  any  thing  since 
my  last  of  an  alarming  character. 
We  have  thought  it  wise,  at  present, 
not  to  enter  into  those  ways  or  liber- 
ties which  the  new  law  of  toleration 
Oj)ens,  as  we  find  that  they  would  be 
more  dangerous,  opj)ressive  and  ex- 
acting than  those  of  our  ])resent  con- 
dition, where  we  observe  the  regula- 
tions which  were  previously  imposed 
iq)on  us.  How  long  we  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  this  condition,  we 
know  not.  But  whatever  may  occur, 
we  know  that  the  Lord  reigns,  and 
he  ultimately  will  and  must  prevail. 
Therefbie  we  can  be  quiet. 

In  Stettin  the  cause  is  prospering. 
Mr.  K.'s  j)arty  is  diminishing  constant- 
ly ;  and  most  of  his  people  have  joined 
the  church  under  our  dear  br.  Hin- 
rich's  care,  which  also  increases  more 
and  more.  Our  dear  br.  Oncken  is 
now  on  a  torn- to  Switzerland.  A  dear 
brother,  and  deacon  of  his  church, 
who  accompanied  him  to  Basle,  has 
just  returnee),  and  related  to  us  much 
interestitig  experience  which  they  have 
liad  in  the  south  of  Germany,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  he  will  write  to  you 
more  in  particular.  We  expect  him 
soon  back  again. 

And  now,  farewell  ;  and  think  on  us 
in  your  prayers.  May  the  deep  inter- 
est which  oiir  brethren  in  America 
take  in  us,  liot  diminish,  but  increase. 
We  live  in  a  time  of  great  ujovements. 
May  we  fill  our  j)ro[)er  stations  with 
all  zeal  and  devotedness.  We  have 
very  glorious  hoj>es,  and  may  the  few 
years  remaining  to  us  prove  our  most 
sanguine  expectations  to  be  founded 
in  the  omnipotence  and  eternal  grace 
of  our  covenant  God.  Maj'^  He  smile  i 
also  on  your  country  and  churches,  I 
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and  may  the  benefits  bestowed  upon 
us  return  in  abundant  showers  of 
grace. 


Greece. — Letter  of  Mr.  Buel. 

Oar  readers  will  recollect  that  at  the 
close  of  his  last  letter  Mr.  Bael  adverted 
to  a  message  just  received  from  the  de- 
march  of  Pirseus,  inviting  him  to  a  per- 
sonal interview,  (p.  14,  last  Mag.)  The 
following,  dated  Oct.  11,  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  interview  and  some  of  its  im- 
mediate results. 

Visit  to  the  demarch— Personal  rights — Dis- 
cussion on  miracles. 

On  the  llth  inst.  I  called,  by  invita- 
tion, on  the  demarch.  He  shewed  ine 
an  official  note  from  the  nomarch  of 
Attica,  commanding  to  put  in  execu- 
tion the  order  issued  against  us  the  20th 
of  August.  He  also  shewed  me  the 
1st  Article  of  the  Constitution  (which 
prohibits  proselytism)  and  the  532d  of 
the  Penal  Code ;  and  again  desired  me 
to  discontinue  the  school.* 

I  told  hina  that  I  did  not  consider 
myself  an  offender  against  the  1st  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution;  but  if  he  or 
the  authorities  above  hirn  are  of  a  dif-  | 
ferent  opinion,  they  may  proceed  to 
execute  the  law  ;  but  I  should  insist 
on  being  heard  in  court,  and  if  this 
privilege  is  denied  me,  I  appeal  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

As  to  what  was  denominated  the 
"school  in  my  house,"  1  did  not  con- 
sider it  a  school,  when  children  resort 
thither,  not  to  be  taught  in  any  of  the  { 
studies  pursued  in  the  schools,  but  for 
needlework  and  useful  conversation, 
and  that,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
their  parents; — it  is  an  unwarrantable 
intrusion  into  domestic  privacy,  and  a 
violation  of  my  social  and  civil  rights 
as  an  inhabitant  of  the  country,  when 
it  is  forbidden  to  receive  persons  of 
whatever  age,  be  they  children  or  pa- 
rents, into  my  house.  Such  measures 
are  also  a  virtual  violation  of  the  com- 


*  The  article  alluded  to,  of  the  Penal  Code, 
reads  as  follows  : — 

Assumption  of  scholastic  duties. — Con- 
finement from  one  to  three  months,  or  fine 
from  seventeen  to  fifty  dollars,  is  imposed  on 
the  person  who.  not  being  appointed,  or  not 
receiving  a  special  permission  f?om  the  au- 
thorities, keeps  a  school,  or  oper.«  any  other 
educational  establishment." 


mercial  treaty  existing  between  the 
two  countries,  forasmuch  as  it  is  a 
system  of  espionage  upon  the  dwel- 
ling of  an  American  citizen,  thus  to 
take  note  of  who  enters,  and  who  leaves 
it,  and  of  what  is  said  in  conversation 
there.  For  every  pious  American, 
whether  man  or  woman,  would  ever 
feel  it  to  be  a  Christian  privilege  and 
duty,  freely  to  express  his  religious 
sentiments  in  his  own  dwelling,  which 
is  declared  in  the  Constitution  to  be 
his  asylum. 

The  demarch  said,  smiling,  "  We 
know  all  that  very  well;  but  Greece  is 
not  America  ;  the  state  of  society  is 
different ;  so  are  the  character  and 
prejudices  of  the  peo|)le  ;  and  hence 
public  opinion  here  obliges  us  to  sup- 
press whatever  has  the  appearance  of 
proselytism.  And  besides  this,  politi- 
cal j  easons  lead  to  these  measures,  as 
the  Russian  party  compass  political 
ends,  by  subserving  the  religious  pre- 
judices of  ecclesiastics." 

The  ecclesiastics,  said  I,  ought  not 
to  be  jealous  of  us.  They  ought  to 
know  that  it  would  be  for  the  true  in- 
terest of  religion  in  Greece,  if  there 
were  fifty  men  like  us  here.  We 
would  gladly  aid  them  in  supplying 
the  nation  with  the  word  of  God, 
which  we  hold  in  common,  and  in 
counteracting  the  infidelity  which  will 
ere  long  prove  the  ruin  of  them  and 
their  chm-ch. 

Tlie  demarch  wished  to  know  why 
1  did  not  take  out  a  permission  to  es- 
tablish a  school.  "  Because,  then,  1 
must  allow  the  catechism  and  sacred 
pictures  in  the  school,  and  this  1  could 
not  in  con.science  do.  The  excellen- 
cies of  Plato's  catechism  I  acknow- 
ledge. Much  the  largest  part  of  it  ac- 
cords with  the  word  of  God,  but  a  })or- 
tion  of  it  is  totally  at  variance  with  the 
Divine  word."  He  asked  what  parts 
of  the  catechism  we  object  to.  "  Among 
other  things,  we  disapprove  of  the  wor- 
ship of  the  Virgin  and  of  the  saints. 
We  can  pay  no  religious  homage  to 
either."  "Do  you  allow  that  the  mo- 
ther of  Christ  is  to  be  regarded  as  the 
ever  Virgin  ?"  "  1  do  not  consider  that 
dogma  to  be  an  essential  one  o-f  the 
Christian  religion.  The  belief  or  dis- 
belief in  her  perpetiud  virginity  does 
not  affect  a  person's  salvation,  and, 
therefore,  I  never  discuss  it." 

Allusion  being  made  to  miracles,  he 
narrated  the  miraculous  cure  of  an  ac- 
quaintance of  his,  who  was  born  a 
very  deformed  crif»|)le.  He  dreamed 
the  Virgin  informed  him  that  if  be 
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went  and  dug  in  a  certain  place,  he 
would  find  her  picture  ;  and  on  touch- 
ing this,  that  he  would  be  cured.  He 
obeyed  the  message,  and  was  instantly 
restored  to  the  natural  use  of  his  limbs. 
"  This  person,"  said  he,  "1  have  seen 
before  and  since  his  cure;  now, 
pray,  what  do  you  think  of  that  mir- 
acle ?"  I  said,  "  If  the  evidence  is  con- 
vincing, I  must  assent  that  an  extraor- 
dinary cure  has  taken  place.  The  hu- 
man mind  must  yield  to  evidence.  If 
the  Virgin  appeared  to  the  man  in  his 
dream,  and  a  miraculous  cure  has 
taken  place,  there  would  be  ample 
means  for  proving  the  facts  ;  therefore, 
you  have  a  right  to  scrutinize  severely 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  case,  both  before  and  after  it,  and  j 
to  demand  the  testimony  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  competent  and  disinterested 
witnesses,  who  could  not  be  accessary 
to  any  cheat.  All  these  elements,  and 
more,  enter  into  the  proofs  of  the  mir- 
acles of  the  New  Testament.  Besides, 
if  the  Christian  religion  was  left  com- 
plete by  Christ  and  his  ai)ostles  ;  if 
there  is  salvation  in  no  other  name 
than  His,  what  need  of  further  mir- 
acles? After  the  new  faith  has  once 
been  generally  received,  there  is  not 
only  no  need  of  further  miracles  to  au- 
thenticate it,  but  the  testimony  in  their 
favor  becomes  less  trustworthy,  be- 
cause less  impartial  and  disinterested;  \ 
hence,  the  apostle  says, — "  Whether  j 
there  be  tongues,"  (the  most  surprising  \ 
of  all  miracles,)  "  they  shall  cease."  In  ' 
Italy,  miracles  are  said  to  be  wrought 
every  year ;  but  what  object  do  they 
serve?  Not  to  attest  the  divinity  of  a 
new  doctrine,  as  did  those  of  the  bible, 
but  to  subserve  avaricious  and  even 
political  ends.  When  God  interposes 
to  work  a  miracle.  He  does  it  with 
some  grand  and  important  design. 
But  no  design  worthy  of  a  God  ap- 
pears in  the  countless  miracles  that 
are  said  to  have  been  wrought  in  the 
dark  ages  and  since.  While,  on  the 
contrary,  the  inference  deduced  from 
them,  is  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  the 
letter  of  our  Lord's  instructions,  it 
is  fashionable  to  decry  the  miracles 
of  the  New  Testament,  by  bring- 
ing them  into  comparison  with  the  su- 
perstitious juggleries  of  modern  times. 
Thus  our  religion  is  held  in  contempt 
by  those  who  know  little  of  the  bible, 
and,  unfortunately,  are  not  encouraged 
to  read  it."  These,  and  other  remarks, 
must  have  led  the  demarch  to  the  con- 
clusion that  1  had  no  great  respect  for 
his  miracle,  and  he  finally  allowed  that 


there  is  more  rootn  for  the  operation 
of  second  causes,  in  the  case  of  such  a 
marvel,  than  is  commonly  supposed. 

Mission  school  suppressed. 
The  day  after,  the  demarch's  mes- 
senger having  called  in  my  absence, 
I  went  to  the  demarchy  and  received 
the  following  document. 

"No.  1228. 
"  Kingdom  of  Greece. 

"  Demarch  of  Piraeus  to  Mr.  Rufus  Buel, 
present. 

We  invite  you,  in  pursuance  of  a 
previous  order,  to  dismiss  within  twen- 
ty-four hours  from  the  receipt  of  this, 
the  school  illegally  kept  in  your  house  ; 
for  otherwise,  in  case  of  its  further 
continuance,  we  shall  be  under  the 
unpleasant  necessity  of  taking  instant 
and  rigorous  measures  to  enforce 
against  you  the  law  as  defined  in  the 
532d  Article  of  the  Penal  Code. 

"A.  Theocharis,  demarch. 

"  Pir(2us,  Oct.  30-12,  1847." 

The  next  day  Mrs.  Buel  and  Miss 
Waldo  dismissed  the  "school"  within 
the  time  specified,  telling  the  children 
the  reason  why  they  did  so.  We  obey 
the  order,  because  it  threatens  a  penal- 
ty against  us  as  school  teachers,  and  not 
as  7nissionaries  ;  and  any  suit  in  court 
would  l)e  conducted  on  the  ground 
that  we  violate  the  school  laws. 

The  experiment  has  now  been  tried, 
and  has  resulted  as  I  have  always  an- 
ticipated. We  cannot  have  any  thing 
that  lias  the  appearance  of  a  school, 
with  the  exception  ol'  our  English 
classes,  which  go  on  as  usual.  And  I 
expect  they  will  try  to  break  this  up, 
by  charging  that  1  transcend  the  limits 
of  my  permission,  inasmuch  as  I  teach 
religion  at  the  same  time.  But  it  will 
require  some  hair-splitting  to  shew 
that  1  may  not  use  the  bible,  or  any 
other  {)articular  book,  in  teaching  Eng- 
lish. My  teaching  religion  must  be 
prevented  by  other  means  than  that. 

It  is  (juite  probable  that  our  Sabbath 
classes  will  also  be  brought  under  the 
protection  of  the  school  law  ; — "  such 
protection  as  vultures  give  to  lambs;" 
— and  as  the  children  were  invited  to 
come  on  the  Sabbath,  my  next  letter 
may  report  that  the  Article  532d  has 
been  enforced ; — lor  they  will  have 
failed  of  their  main  object,  if  they  can- 
not st0|)  the  Sahbath  teaching. 

But  such  a  measure  will  attack  more 
avoivedly  the  gospel,  and  the  religious 
character  of  our  work  ;    and  when 
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things  come  to  that  issue,  we  will  ap- 
pear before  the  tribunals,  "for  a  testi- 
mony unto  them  ;"  and  for  a  like  rea- 
son the  same  will  be  our  course,  if,  on 
any  pretext,  my  own  religious  teaching 
is  forbidden.  Let  the  matter  conie  to 
a  decision,  and  to  a  judicial  one  ;  and 
when  the  voice  of  the  judiciary  of  the 
kingdom  has  decided  ajrainst  us,  we 
will  stand  still  and  see  the  judgments 
of  God.  But  if  arbitrary  executive  au- 
thority attempts  to  anticipate  or  ar- 
rest the  due  course  of  law,  I  appeal  to 
my  government  as  an  Ameri(-an  citi- 
zen injured  and  unjustly  maltreated. 

Mrs.  B.  adds  in  a  postcript  : — 

During  the  whole  period  of  our  mis- 
sionary work,  never  did  we  feel  more 
than  now  the  necessity  of  patience  and 
believing  prayer.  O*  that  these  may 
abound  in  us,  unworthy  and  undeserv- 
ing as  we  are,  to  the  glory  of  our  com- 
mon Lord. 


Tavoy  Mission. — Journal  of  Mr.  Ben- 
neli. 

(Continued  from  p.  22.) 
About  the  first  of  March,  the  health  of 
Mr.  Mason  continuing  to  decline,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett was  deputed  to  accompany  him  to 
Maulmain  ;  and  they  accordingly  set  sail 
on  the  11th  from  Monmogan,  but  were 
driven  back  by  a  violent  tempest.  They 
finally  left  in  the  steamer  for  Maulmain  on 
the  17th,  and  arrived  on  the  19th,  whence 
Mr.  Mason  sailed  for  Calcutta  on  the  25ih, 
(pp.  306  and  337,  last  vol.)  The  same 
day  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  Newton,  and 
finding  Mr.  and  Miss  M.  Vinton  about  to 
visit  Bootah,  a  Karen  village  on  the  Atta- 
ran,  he  cordially  accepted  their  invitation 
to  bear  them  company. 

Visit  to  Bootah — Character  of  the  village. 

March  26.  Left  town  with  br.  Vin- 
ton and  his  sister  for  Bootah. 

27.  Arrived  at  the  village  about 
sunset,  it  taking  three  tides  to  reach 
this  place  from  town.  The  scenery 
on  this  river  is  more  monotonous  and 
uninteresting  than  that  of  either  the  Sal- 
wen  or  the  Gyne.  This  stream  seems 
to  flow  through  a  broad  alluvial  de- 
posit ;  the  banks  are  low  and  there  are 
only  two  or  three  places  where  hills 
are  visible,  and  these  consist  of  singu- 
lar piles  of  limestone,  covering  only  a 


I  few  acres,  and  rising  from  two  to  four 
I  hundred  feet,   their  sides,   base  and 
j  apices  broken  into   fantastic  shapes, 
with  here  and  there  shrubbery  grow- 
I  ing  uj>on  them,  festooned  with  flowers, 
j     The  Karen  village  is  very  pleasantly 
;  situated  on  the  north    bank   of  the 
!  stream,  which  here  runs  nearly  east 
and  west;  but  the  course  from  town 
'  is  tortuous,  and,  in  general,  is  east  of 
1  south  from  Maulmain.    1  counted  sev- 
'  enieen  Karen  houses  in  the  village, 
j  The  people  have  buffaloes,  cows  and 
I  swine.   Their  houses  are  jungle  houses, 
and  there  was  not  that  marked  im- 
provement about  them  which  I  ex- 
pected to  find.    The  people  liave  evi- 
dently improved  more  in  their  mental 
powers  than  in  their  domicils.  They 
have  a  good  teak  chapel,  twenty-one 
by  thirty  feet,  with  a  pulpit,  and  with 
rooms  off"  one  end,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  teachers  when  they  visit  the  vil- 
lage.    The  buildings  are  all  covered 
with  thatch  (grass),  and  as  it  is  put  on 
very  thin,  the  buildings  are  very  hot. 

On  our  way  up  the  river,  it  was  re- 
ported that  a  man  liad  died  in  his 
l)oat  of  cholera,  and  we  passed  a  boat 
capsized  soon  after.  The  people  of 
the  village  had  taken  fright  at  the  re- 
port, and  many  whole  families  had 
moved  off"  into  the  jungle  ;  neverthe- 
less, there  was  a  good  collection  at 
evening  worship,  to  whom  br.  Vinton 
[  preached, 

j     28.    Lord's  day.     In  tlie  morning 
:  preached  to  the  people  from  Phil.  3  :  1, 
j  to  a  congregation  of  J02.    Jn  the  after- 
noon br.  Vinton  liad  a  prayer  meeting, 
and  his  sister  M.  a  bible  class;  in  the 
evening  br.  V.  preached.    'J'he  chinch 
i  has  the  labors  at  present  of  Tab  Oo, 
one  of  the  assistants  recently  ordained 
;  in  Maulmain. 

j  29.  Amid  the  coming  and  going  to- 
day, br.  Vinton  has  a  class  of  five  young 
men,  who  are  his  boatmen,  &c.,  in 
mathematical  studies,  who  have  made 
good  jjrogress  in  the  science.  Besides 
this,  many  of  the  people  are  attentive 
to  learn,  and  esj)ecially  one  who  has 
come  several  times  to  have  passages  of 
scripture  explained  ;  while  I  write,  he 
is  inquiring  what  means  that  passage 
which  says,    "  where  sin  abounded, 

:  grace  did  much  more  abotmd,"  &c. 

30.  It  has  been  a  very  oppressive 
and  hot  day,  and  the  thatch  overhead 

'  seems  to  be  but  an  apology  for  a 
shield.  I  liave  strongly  recommended 
that  next  year  the  house  be  covered 
with  leaves,  even  if  they  have  to  be 
brought  from  town. 
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As  there  has  been  no  report  of 
another  case  of  cholera,  the  five  fam- 
ilies who  fled  the  evening  of  our  ar- 
rival, and  some  others,  have  this  eve- 
ning returned.  The  chapel  was  well 
filled  for  evening  worship.  I  again  ad- 
dressed the  people,  and  then  about  half 
past  8,  as  the  tide  ebbed,  embarked  in 
the  hoat  to  return  to  Maul  main,  leav- 
ing br.  V.  and  his  sister  to  spend  the 
coming  Sabbath  with  the  people. 

Return  to  Maulmain — Incidents  on  the  way. 

31.  Came  down  with  the  tide  in 
the  night,  and  on  awaking  this  morn- 
ing find  we  are  moored  to  a  bank,  and 
all  asleep.  About  noon,  passed  one  of 
those  singular  looking  hills  of  lime- 
stone, with  caverns  at  its  hase  and  tur- 
rets aloft.  One's  own  littleness  and 
insignificance  are  sometimes  seen  and 
felt,  when  [)assing  under  clifl^s  some 
hundred  feet  high  in  a  small  boat;  and 
if  these  small  masses  of  matter  inspire? 
awe,  what  emotions  ought  to  be  pro- 
duced w  hen  the  Author  of  not  a  soli- 
tary hill  only,  but  of  the  Alps,  and  the 
Andes,  and  all  the  mouritains  of  our 
globe,  is  contemplated.  He  command- 
ed, and  they  stood  fast.  Strange  that 
amid  such  mighty  works  weak  man 
should  be  so  highly  regarded,  or  at  all 
cared  for. 

On  our  way  down  to-day,  the  boat- 
men discovered  a  swarm  of  bees  on  a 
bush  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  and 
ere  1  was  aware,  we  were  at  a  stand 
still  ;  some  were  on  shore, — a  fire  was 
soon  made, — then  well  wrapped  in 
green  leaves ;  and  soon  after,  they 
came  on  board  with  nearly  half  a 
bushel  of  comb  and  honey,  and  larva? 
of  young  bees.  The  latter  seemed  to 
the  taste  of  the  Karens  the  choicer 
part,  while  I  was  contented  w  ith  bread 
and  honey.  Though  the  swarm  must 
have  been  a  pretty  large  one,  and  the 
bees  were  flying  about  in  masses,  none 
of  the  men  received  a  sting.  The 
most  of  the  comb  was  filled  with  young 
bees  in  the  larva  state  ;  these  they  press- 
ed out  of  the  comb,  and  then  threw 
the  comb  away.  This  liquor  is  a  deli- 
cacy to  the  sons  of  the  forest. 

April  1,  Accidentally  looking  into 
the  almanac  last  evening,  I  discovered 
there  would  be  an  eclipse  of  the  moon 
early  this  morning,  and  as  I  awoke 
about  3  o'clock,  when  it  was  about  its 
greatest  obscuration,  we  all  had  a  good 
view  of  it.  Arrived  at  Newton  about 
9  A.  M.,  and  found  all  as  well  as 
usual ;  though  there  have  been  several  ' 


cases  of  cholera  reported,  and  some 
deaths. 

4.  As  br.  and  sister  Binney  are  at 
Amherst,  and  br.  Vinton  in  the  jungle, 
I  preached  to  the  Karens  at  Newton, 
who,  although  the  schools  are  now  all 
dismissed  (for  a  time),  numbered  about 
100. 

The  next  entry  in  the  journal  records 
the  sickness  and  death  of  the  lannented  Bul- 
lard,  of  which  particulars  were  given  at  p. 
304,  last  vol. 

Baptism  and  the  Supper. 
11.  Lord's  day.  After  Burman  wor- 
ship, this  morning,  br.  Stevens  baptiz- 
ed two  Burmese  females.  In  the  eve- 
ning attended  at  the  English  chapel, 
where  the  communion  was  administer- 
ed by  brethren  Binney  and  Howard. 
The  former  made  some  excellent  re- 
marks on  the  connexion  of  the  pro- 
mises of  God  and  the  death  of  the  Sa- 
vior, bringing  home  the  fact  of  their 
beneficial  influence  on  the  mind  of  the 
Christian,  just  in  proportion  as  he  6c- 
lieved  in  Jesus  and  trusted  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  promises.  It  was  to  me 
an  interesting  time.  I  could  not  help 
calling  to  mind  associations  of  former 
years,  in  the  same  house,  and  contrast 
the  past  with  the  present,  and  note 
how  some  of  the  precious  promises  bad 
been  fulfilled. 

The  following  day  Mr.  Bennett  left  for 
Tavoy,  where  he  arrived  on  the  14th. 

Sau  Qua-la  ordained  to  the  ministry — Death 
of  an  aged  disciple. 

22.  Have  been  busy  since  my  re- 
turn in  building  a  school-house,  and 
getting  things  in  order  for  printing, 
&c.,  during  the  rains. 

28.  To-day  Sau  Qua-la,  a  Karen 
assistant,  who  has  long  been  with  br. 
I  Mason,  and  for  the  last  two  years  sta- 
tioned at  Pyee-khya,  was  ordained  to 
the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  I 
know  of  no  one  of  his  countrymen, 
who,  I  think,  is  more  worthy  or  likely 
to  be  more  useful.  This  is  the  sixth 
Karen  in  these  provinces,  who  has 
been  ordained  and  placed  in  a  pastoral 
charge, — four  in  Maulmain  and  one  at 
Mata.  May  they  all  be  eminently 
useful. 

May  19.  This  evening,  about  half 
past  9,  Ko  Noung-gyee,  a  Burman  dis- 
ciple, left  us,  we  hope  for  a  better 
world.  The  old  man  was  converted 
when  br.  Wade  was  founding  New- 
I  vil|e,  on  the  T^voy  river,  some  ten 
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years  since.  He  leaves  a  number  of] 
children  and  grandchildren,  as  well  as  | 
other  relations,  not  one  of  whom  seems 
disposed  to  fellow  his  steps.  In  fact, 
his  children  would  not  support  him  j 
because  he  was  a  Christian,  and  his 
relatives  shunned  him.  He  found  a 
home  for  some  time  with  the  Karen 
disciples  at  Newville,  but,  latterly,  he 
has  been  a  resident  in  town.  He  was 
a  good  old  man,  and  though  he  never 
learned  to  read,  often  seemed  to  enjoy 
hearing  the  scriptures  read,  and  was  at 
worship  the  Sabbath  before  he  died. 
He  was,  probably,  about  eighty  years 
of  age.  While  preparations  were  mak- 
ing for  the  funeral,  a  brother  of  his 


came  to  see  the  corpse  with  his  rosary, 
and  when  he  alluded  to  his  brother 
having  passed  into  another  state,  ac- 
cording to  the  Burman  idea,  and  was 
told  of  heaven,  where  it  was  hoped  the 
spirit  of  his  brother  had  gone,  his  dis- 
like of  the  truth  was  so  great  that  he 
rose  and  left  the  room.  He  is  expect- 
ing a  paradise  from  his  meritorious 
works,  while  we  have  considerable  as- 
surance that  the  departed  trusted  in 
Jesus,  What  a  sad  disa})pointment  to 
the  Pharijiee  will  the  day  of  judgment 
be!  Then  his  eyes  wiil  be  o|)ened, 
but,  alas  !  too  late.  "  Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last 
end  be  like  his." 


UlisccllLXinj. 


NO.  II.      CHINESE    PHYSICIANS.  | 

By  Rev.  T.  T.  Devon,  M.  D.  | 

The  native  physicianf  of  Canton  are  of 
comparatively  low  standing  in    society  ; 
it  is  an  employment  often  resorted  to  for  a 
livelihood  by  any    scholar  or  so  called 
learned  man,  who  can  find  nothing  else  to 
do.    Generally  the  sick  go  to  the  medical 
man  for  relief ;   it  is  very  rarely  that  the 
physician  goes  to  the  bed-side  of  the  pa- 
tient.   The  most  respectable  are  consulted 
in  their  own  houses,  and  do  not  dispense 
medicines  ;  for  the  consultation  and  pre- 
scription, the  ordinary  fee  is  from  three  to 
nine  cents.    If,  however,  it  is  found  ne- 
cessary to   visit  the  patient  at  his  own 
house,   the  ordinary  fee  is  nine  or  ten 
cents  per  visit  ;   in  some  few  instances, 
one  or  even  two  dollars  have  been  paid 
for  a  visit.    There  are  no  female  physi-  I 
cians  ;    hence,  when  one  of  that  sex  is  j 
sick,  and  there  is  a  necessity  to  call  in  the  j 
aid  of  a  doctor,  means  are  adopted  to  j 
carry  out,  even  in  the  hour  of  suffering,  ' 
the  custom  of  the  nation  never  to  allow  | 
people  of  different  sexes  to  meet  in  the 
same  apartment.    On  entering  the  apart-  | 
ment  of  the  sick  female,  the  physician  is 
brought  close  to  a  curtain  or  screen,  on  the 
other  side  of  which  stands  the  patient,  who 
has  been  dragged  from  her  bed,  and,  sup- 
ported by  her  female  friends,  is  retained 
in  that  position  till  the  medical  investiga-  | 
tloQ  is  finished.    The  patient  first  passes  j 
ber  ban«l  beneath  the  curtain,  that  the 
pulse  may  4De  examined.     Great  impor-  ' 


tance  is  attached  by  the  Chinese  to  the 
pulse,  and  they  suppose  that  the  larger 
proportion  of  diseases  may  be  fully  ascer- 
tained by  the  wrist  alone.  Close  investi- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  physician  the  pa- 
tients neither  like,  nor  do  they  deem  it 
necessary.  If,  however,  the  medical  man 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  pulse  alone,  the 
curtain  is  lifted,  and  he  is  allowed  to  look 
at  the  face  and  tongue  of  the  patient.  On 
signifying  his  satisfaction,  the  curtain  is 
dropped  and  she  is  carried  back  to  her 
bed.  But  if  she  be  wholly  unable  to  rise 
from  the  bed,  she  is  invariably  brought  to 
a  lower  floor,  should  she  have  been  lying 
up  stairs,  and  after  being  closely  surround- 
ed by  a  mosquito  curtain,  the  doctor  is  al- 
lowed to  approach  his  patient.  This  cur- 
tain is  not  to  be  drawn  except  only  from 
urgent  necessity,  and  even  then  it  must  be 
drawn  but  for  a  few  moments. 

Most  of  the  sick  of  Canton  generally 
call  upon  the  physician,  though  at  the  mis- 
sion dispensary  I  have  frequently  been 
called  upon  by  servants  for  medicines  for 
their  masters,  who  merely  sent  word  that 
they  ♦»  did  not  feel  well  and  were  fever- 
ish," The  native  practitioners  are  accus- 
tomed to  prescribe  when  thus  consulted. 

It  is  not  unfrequently  the  case,  that  the 
priests  are  consulted  by  the  people,  for  the 
cure  of  their  maladies.  These  men  make 
amulets,  spells,  &c,,  for  the  sick,  and  from 
the  sale  of  which  they  derive  considerable 
income.  They  profess  to  arrest  hem- 
orrhage or  cure  an  abscess  by  writing  on 
the  part  affected  some  cabalistic  characters. 
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Sometimes  these  characters  are  written  on 
paper,  and  a  tea  is  then  made  of  the 
paper,  and  the  patient  is  required  to  drink 
largely  of  this  tea. 

In  a  certain  proportion  of  diseases,  (say 
some  three  per  cent.,)  the  Chinese  ima- 
gine the  patient  to  be  possessed  of  a  devil 
or  strange  spirit,  which,  though  benevolent 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  particular 
house  in  which  he  may  dwell,  is  bitterly 
hostile  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  other 
houses.  Their*  suspicion  that  a  patient  is 
laboring  under  a  supernatural  agency,  is 
fully  confirmed  should  delirium  be  one  of 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease.  In  that 
case,  friends  take  the  management  of  the 
case  into  their  own  hands.  They  proceed 
at  once  to  make  offerings  of  tea,  and  rice, 
&c.,  to  the  evil  spirit,  and  then,  opening 
the  door  and  placing  themselves  behind  the 
patient,  kindly  invite  the  spirit  to  be  ap- 
peased and  leave  the  house  ;  then  they 
cast  the  offerings  out  of  the  door  into  the 
street,  and  having  closed  the  door,  wait 
patiently  for  the  subsidence  of  the  delirium. 

The  Chinese  physicians  have  little  or  no 
knowledge  of  anatomy,  and  their  Materia 
Medica  and  rules  of  medical  treatment 
have  no  settled  basis.  While  native  prac- 
titioners confine  themselves  almost  wholly 
to  some  200  or  300  vegetable  remedies, 
they  derive  some  from  the  animal  kingdom. 
They  administer  centipedes  for  syphilis, 
and  in  malignant  or  black  gangrenous 
abscess  or  ulcers,  will  apply  a  poultice  of 
a  toad  freshly  opened.  Medicines  from 
the  mineral  kingdom  are  almost  entirely 
unemployed  by  the  Chinese  practitioner. 

Those  who  are  principally  charged  with 
the  medical  care  of  the  people  of  Canton, 
may  be  seen  in  all  parts  of  the  city  sitting 
in  the  streets  and  surrounded  by  a  medley 
assortment  of  gallipots,  roots  and  herbs, 
waiting  for  patients.  There  are  also  very 
many  medicine  shops  scattered  about  the 
city,  some  of  which  are  fitted  up  in  a  style 
that  would  not  disgrace  even  Broadway. 
There  is  this  exception,  however,  to  such 
a  comparison  :  the  work  of  pulverizing, 
mixing  and  slicing  the  medicines,  is  all 
carried  on  in  full  view  of  passers-by.  And 
yet  this  can  scarcely  be  said  to  detract  from 
the  elegance  to  a  stranger's  eye,  because 
the  fanciful  attire  of  the  men,  the  gro- 
tesque appearance  of  the  tools,  and  the 
unique  aspect  of  the  whole,  are  in  perfect 
keeping  with  the  large  blue  and  white 
figured  gallipots  that  fill  the  red  and  gilt 
shelves.  Some  of  the  door-posts  of  these 
doctors'  shops  are  strangely  ornamented  (?) 
by  being  covered  with  scores  and  hundreds 
of  old  worn  out  plasters  of  all  sizes  and 
colors.  These  were  placed  there  by  the 
grateful  patients,  as  tokens  of  the  cures 


effected  by  the  medicines  sold  within. 
The  sight  of  these  used  strongly  to  remind 
me  of  the  waxen  arms,  and  legs,  and 
crutches  suspended  about  the  altars  of 
Mary  and  other  canonized  saints  in  Eu- 
rope, as  tokens  of  gratitude  for  health  re- 
stored by  means  of  their  intercession. 

The  corners  of  the  streets  are  covered 
with  medical  placards,  inviting  the  sick  to 
resort  to  this  or  that  practitioner  for  a  cure. 
In  these  announcements  the  names  and 
symptoms  of  many  diseases  are  published 
with  such  a  repulsive  exactness  and  plain- 
ness, that  they  need  their  expression  in  a 
foreign  character  to  shield  them  from  the 
eye  of  Christian  decency. 

There  are  no  public  hospitals  for  the 
sick.  There  is  an  institution,  however, 
at  the  eastern  gate  of  the  city,  devoted  to 
the  outcasts  of  Canton, — the  lepers.  But 
it  is  rather  an  asylum  than  a  place  for 
treatment  ;  for  no  medical  means  are  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  the  sick.  This  in- 
stitution is  supported  by  the  emperor,  and 
is  in  no  wise  connected  with,  or  dependent 
on  the  benevolence  of  the  people. 


MISSIONS   IN   NEW  ZEALAND. 

The  great  and  good  Spirit  is  at  work  on 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  this  circuit,  and 
some  call  at  the  mission  house,  and  some 
stop  me  when  travelling,  to  relate  their 
sorrow  for  their  sins,  the  deliverance  they 
have  experienced  by  believing  in  the  Sa- 
vior, and  their  possession  of  the  pardoning 
love  of  God.  An  interesting  young  man 
came  to  me  in  the  road  a  few  days  ago, 
while  returning  from  Patea,  to  relate  his 
experience.  He  said  that  for  some  time 
he  worshipped  God  with  his  lips  only,  and 
knew  nothing  of  the  extent  of  the  divine 
law,  until  he  was  convinced  that  he  was  a 
sinner,  and  that  in  Christ  alone  was  salva- 
tion from  sin.  He  said  his  sins  appeared 
in  bulk  like  Mount  Egmont,  in  this  locali- 
ty, and  in  number  like  the  sands  upon  the 
sea-shore  ;  and  after  praying,  and  seeking 
in  the  means  of  grace,  he  fled  for  refuge  to 
the  Savior  ;  and  could  now  say  with  the 
apostle,  "  Thou  knowest  all  things,  thou 
knowest  that  I  love  thee."  His  baptized 
name  is  Peter  ;  and  hearing  him  pray  after 
one  of  the  public  services,  I  am  led  to  con- 
clude that  he  has  passed  from  death  unto 
life. 

This  morning  four  females  called  to  re- 
late their  feelings  and  experience.  Three 
of  them  described  when,  where,  and  how, 
they  were  brought  to  God.  I  gave  two  of 
them  a  hymn-book  each  ;  and  they  went 
away  like  persons  possessed  of  great  spoil. 
Last  Sabbaih  I  was  led  to  «♦  thank  God, 
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and  take  conrage,"  from  what  I  witnessed  I  weeping,  till  each  exceeded  the  captive 
in  the  means  of  grace  :  all  present  appear-  exile  restored,  rejoicing  that  he  was  again 
ed  to  enjoy  that  blessed  day,  '«  the  best  of  ;  on  his  native  soil.  Many  have  returned 
all  the  seven."  At  the  close  of  the  ser-  in  this  way  to  this  tribe,  (the  Ngaliruanui,) 
vices  three  of  the  teachers  prayed  with  which  has  been  stripped  and  peeled,  per- 
great  earnestness  and  propriety,  and  seve-  [  haps,  more  than  any  other  tribe  in  the 
ral  responded  to  their  petitions  with  hearty  \  country. — Rev.  W.  JVoon^  in  Wesleyan 
♦•Amens."  The  enemy,  however,  ap- Miss.  J\i''otices. 
pears  to  give  up  this  people  with  great  re-  j 
Inctance  ;  and  while  we  have  rejoiced  for  j 

what  God  has  done  for  some,  in  delivering  ,  roman  Catholicism  at  shanghai. 
them  from  his  thraldom,  we  have  to  mourn 

over  others  who  are  still  led  captive  by  j  The  following  reference  by  Mr.  M'Clat- 
him  at  his  will.  >  chie,  missionary  of  the  Church  (Eng.)  Miss. 

Truly  this  people  have  been  the  slaves    Soc,  to  the  efforts  of  the  Popish  priests  to 
of  sin  and  Satan.    The  account  we  have    counteract  the  influence  of  Proiestnnt  mis- 
heard of  what   they  did    in   the  days  of  sionaries  at  Shanghai,  will  he  perused  with 
their  ignorance,  and  when  under  the  pow-  '  painful  interest  by  those  who  view  with 
er  of  the  enemy,  is  revolting  to  humanity  ;  :  just    alarm   the    extraordinary  endeavors 
being  without  natural  affection,  and  guilty  |  which  are  now  put  forth  by   that  anti- 
of  shedding  each  other's  blood  without  re-  |  christian  power,  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
morse.    They  now  shudder  at  the  deeds  i  to  extend  the  empire  of  the  Man  of  Sirif 
of  death  they  have  perpetrated  ;   and  the  j  and  to  regain  their  former  dominion  over 
change  experienced  they  all  ascribe  to  the  i  the  nations.    In  a  letter  dated  June  25, 
influence  of  the  gospel.     If  a  great  deal  of  j  1846,  the  following  passage  occurs  : — 
positive  good  is  not  done,  a  great  deal  of  |        A  letter  written  by  the  Count  de  Besi, 
evil  is  prevented.    In  one  of  the  settle-   apostolic  vicar  of  Shantung,  to  the  direct- 
ments  which  I  visited  the  other  day,  being    ors  of  the  work  in  Italy,  has  just  been 
formerly  one  of  the  principal  fortifications    published  :   it  is  dated  Nanking,  May  13, 
of  this  people  in  the  time  of  their  wars,  the  !  1843.    ^^peaking  of  his  converts  he  says, 
residents  related  to  me  how    numerous  j  — ♦  The  return  of  peace,  joined  to  the  zeal 
werg  its  inhabitants  which  were    swept  ■  of  the  newly-arrived    missionaries,  and, 
away  by  their  enemies  ;  and  but  for  the    more  than  all,  the  blessing  of  the  Lord 
gospel  the  remainder  would  all  have  been    who  blessed  their  efforts,  has  so  greatly  in- 
cut off,  as  so  late  as  1835  an  exterminating   creased  the  number  of  neophytes,  that  they 
party  came  upon  them,  but  were  repulsed,    number  72,000,  or  73,000,  without  in- 
and  disappointed    in    their    expectations,    eluding  the  province  of  Honan,  which  is 
Mothers  who  used  to  trample  their  chil-    also  a  part  of  my  vicarate.'    These  con- 
dren  to  death,  when  infants,  to  got  rid  of  '  verts,  the  bishop  says,  reside  in  Keaiig- 
ihenj  because  they  were  troublesome,  are    nan,  by  which,  according  to  the  descrip- 
now  possessed  of  the  love  of  God,  and    lion  given,  he  means  the  provinces  now 
love  their  offspring.    Men  whose  hands    called  Keangsoo  and  Gnan-liwui,  both  of 
were  against  every  man,  and  every  man's    which  were  formerly  included  under  that 
against  them,  who  used  to  kill  and  devour    name.      The    provinces    of  Honan  and 
Iheir  enemies  in  war,  are  now  walking  in    Keang^an,  according  to  the  An.   de  la 
the  fear  of  God  and  in  the  comforts  of  the    Prop,  de  la  Foi  for  June,  1839,  contained. 
Holy  Spirit,  who  love  their  neighbors  as    at  that  time,  40,000  converts  ;   so  that,  at 
themselves,  and  all  mankind  for  Christ's    the  least,  there  has  been  an  increase  frotii 
sake.     Children  who  were  ignorant  and    1839  to  1843,  of  42,000, — that  is,  allow- 
debased  by  the  corrupt  example  of  their    ing  only   10,000  converts  to  Honan,  and 
parents,  are  now  instructed  and  taught  in    30,000  to  Keang-nan  in  1839,  and  taking 
schools,  and  can  read  fluently  in  the  New    the  present  calculation  to  be  only  72,000. 
Testament  scriptures.    In  the  wars  refer-  ^  The  number  of  missionaries  consists  of 
red  to,  which  distracted  this  people,  many    '  four  Europeans    .   .   .    and  ten  native 
have  been  torn   from   their    homes    and    priests,'  the  latter,  '  for  the  most  part,  old 
friends,  and  taken  captive  ;   but  since  the    and   infirrn.'      'The  zeal  of  the  newly- 
gospel  has  exerted  its  salutary  influence,  [  arrived  missionaries,' — i.  e.,  those,  of  the 
the  chiefs  have  given  up  their  slaves,  and    four  mentioned  already,  who  arrived  «  dur- 
they  have  returned  to   their  kindred.     1    ing  the  previous  year,'  1842, — the  bishop 
witnessed  a  very  affecting  scene  the  other   tells  us  contributed  greatly  to  this  increase, 
day.    Two  brothers  had  been  separated  i  He,  however,  does  n«)t   inform  us  how 
for  years,  and  on  the  return  of  the  elder,  I  these  missionaries  acquired  the  language  so 
they    were  overjoyed  at  meeting   again,    as  >to  be  able  to  labor  so  eftectually  as 
They  were  locked  in  each  other's  arms  '  soon  as  they  arrived  in  China.  IneJeed, 
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speaking  not  merely  of  the  four  foreigners, 
but  including  also  the  ten  native  priests, 
he  says, — '  These  are  not  sufficient  for  the 
ministry  of  the  sick.  M.  Lavaissiere  has, 
in  his  district  alone,  9,400  Christians,  and 
he  is  able  only  to  visit  them  once  in  three 
years,  notwithstanding  his  indefatigable 
zeal  and  prodigious  activity,  on  account  of 
the  infirmities  which  press  upon  a  mission- 
ary for  a  great  part  of  the  time,  and  that 
the  converts  are  so  separated  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  many  journeys  in  going 
from  one  to  the  other.'  If  the  increase  of 
converts  already  mentioned  be  wonderful, 
assuredly  any  one,  who  knows  what  the 
human  heart  is,  will  think  it  even  still 
more  wonderful  that  these  should  be  kept 
sound  in  the  faith  by  being  visited  once  in 
three  years.  Besides,  if  it  be  true  that  the 
whole  body  of  missionaries  '  are  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  ministry  of  the  sick,'  how  can 
those  who  are  in  health,  and  who,  doubt- 
less, form  the  greater  number,  be  properly 
instructed  ?  All  these  difficulties,  how- 
ever, are  solved  by  the  unblushing  state- 
ment of  the  bishop  with  regard  to  the 
method  by  which  converts  are  made.  He 
says, — '  We  have  adopted  this,  among 
other  resolutions  :  to  erect  schools  in  all 
the  villages,  and  to  choose  in  each  locality 
a  certain  number  of  pious  widows,  who, 
having  some  knowledge  of  medicine,  may  j 
be  able,  under  pretext  of  administering  i 
remedies  to  sick  infants  of  pagans,  to  con-  j 
fer  baptism.'  Such  is  the  account  given 
by  the  bishop  of  Nanking,  of  the  conver-  1 
sions  which  have  taken  place  within  his  | 
diocese,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  some 
of  his  converts  are  manufactured.  Better  : 
that  the  Protestant  missionaries  should  j 
never  be  able  to  point  to  a  single  convert, 
than  that  they  should  convert  the  whole 
empire  of  China  by  such  underhand  prac- 
tices." 

Six  months  later,  Dec.  22,  Mr.  M'Clat- 
chie  writes  : — 

The  Jesuits  here  are  beginning  to 
take  alarm  at  the  proceedings  of  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  have  adopted  the  old  plan  of 
denouncing  every  thing  that  savors  of 
God's  word.  Not  far  from  this  city  a 
placard  has  been  posted  up,  warning  the 
Chinese  against  receiving  our  tracts,  and 
assuring  them  that  our  books  are  all  of  the 
most  aboujinable  character, — not  fit  to  be 
read  by  the  people  ;  who  are  called  upon, 
if  they  even  see  any  friend  reading  them, 
to  take  them  away  immediately,  and  per- 
suade such  persons  not  to  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  such  books.  I  cannot  but  hope, 
however,  that  some  of  their  followers  have 
been  taught  of  God,  and  hold  the  truth,, 
though  in  much  darkness. — Miss.  Reg. 


ROMANISM   IN  FRANCE. 

Louis  Philippe  testifies  great  regard  to 
the  Popish  clergy  of  France.  He  has  re- 
cently visited  with  regal  pomp  a  monastery 
of  Trappists.  You  know,  I  suppose,  who 
the  Trappists  are.  They  date  their  origin 
from  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.  An  abb6 
named  Ranc^,  after  having  tasted  all  the 
pleasures  of  the  world,  took  it  into  his 
head  to  establish  a  new  monastic  order. 
He  had  been  crossed  in  love,  and  the  de- 
spair which  ensued  in  consequence,  led 
him  to  practise  in  an  excessive  degree  the 
fasts  and  rigors  of  the  cloister.  He  went 
into  gloomy  solitude,  called  around  him 
those  who  shared  his  ascetic  folly,  and 
speedily  gained  a  wonderful  reputation  ; 
for  men  are  easily  brought  to  admire  what 
is  outre.  The  monks  of  La  Trappe  lie 
on  ashes,  eat  brown  bread,  flagellate  them- 
selves daily,  and  observe  the  most  com- 
plete silence,  saying,  when  they  rneet^ 
these  words  only  :  Fr^re,  it  faut  mourir 
(Brother,  we  must  die).  The  severity  of 
their  rules  is  so  extreme,  that  even  the 
Court  of  Rome  stood  aghast  when  the 
Abb6  de  Ranc6  went  for  the  first  time  to 
submit  his  statutes  to  the^Ioly  See. 

Assuredly,  the  Trappists  are  the  most 
useless  of  men.  Their  monasteries  were 
suppressed  by  the  revolution  of  1789,  and 
if  they  are  now  restored,  no  law  has  sanc- 
tioned that  restoration.  In  fact,  their  ex- 
istence is  illegal.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
without  astonishment  that  France  has  read 
the  details  of  the  visit  of  Louis  Philippe  to 
one  of  their  establishments.  It  was  inti- 
mated to  the  monks  beforehand  that  the 
visit  was  to  take  place  ;  and  extremely 
flattered  at  the  honor  which  was  about  to 
be  done  ihem,  they  charged  their  superior 
to  address  the  king  in  a  long  harangue. 
Louis  Philippe  replied,  that  he  was  happy 
to  find  himself  in  the  midst  of  them,  and 
that  he  would  give  them  all  the  marks  of 
protection  and  good  will  that  they  could 
desire. 

This  is  truly  a  farce.  No  one  in  France 
is  ignorant  that  Louis  Philippe  is,  in  the 
most  complete  sense  of  the  term,  a  Volta- 
rian.  He  was  imbued,  in  his  youth,  with 
the  principles  of  a  sceptical  philosophy. 
Not  only  does  he  not  believe  in  the  fables 
of  Popery,  but  Kis  religious  notions  are 
very  lax.  In  the  depths  of  his  heart  he 
sneers  at  the  Trappists,  and  every  other 
order  of  monks.  What,  then,  was  the 
motive  which  induced  him  to  visit  a  mon- 
astery ^  Purely  and  simply  a  political  rea- 
son. He  wishes  to  gain  the  good  graces 
of  Rome  and  of  the  priests,  thinking  that 
thereby  the  crown  will  be  the  more  firmly 
placed  on  his  own  head  and  on  that  of  his 
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heirs.  I  believe  that  this  is  a  false  calcu- 
lation. The  French,  in  spite  of  the  revi- 
val, of  which  the  Popish  clergy  boast  with 
such  arrogance,  are  as  far  as  ever  from 
bending  their  necks  to  the  Papal  yoke. 
They  allow  the  priests  quietly  to  say  mass, 
to  get  up  processions,  to  call  to  their  con- 
fessional women  and  children  ;  they  give 
money  to  the  church  as  an  outward  mark  of 
respect  for  the  ceremonies  of  Roman  Cath- 
olic worship  ;  but  the  mnjority  go  not  a 
step  further  ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  the  French  people,  taken  as  a  whole, 
are  no  more  disposed  to  become  ascetics 
now  than  they  were  half  a  century  ago. 

Were  it  necessary  to  furnish  proof 
of  this,  I  might  cite  the  embarrassed  cir- 
cumstances of  an  Ultramontane  journal  of 
Paris  ;  I  refer  to  the  Univers  Religieux, 
which  is  the  organ  of  Jesuitism  and  of  the 
dignified  clergy.  This  journal  has  taken 
an  important  part  in  the  quarrels  of  the 
priests  with  the  University.  It  is  con- 
stantly in  the  breach  as  the  valiant  chatn- 
pion  of  clerical  opinions.  The  Univers  is 
conducted  just  so  as  to  give  these  bigots 
pleasure  ;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  it  an- 
nounced, a  few  days  back,  that  its  sub- 
scribers are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to 
defray  its  expenses,  that  it  annually  loses  a 
considerable  sum,  and  that,  in  order  to 
continue  publishing,  it  is  under  the  neces- 
sity of  raising  its  terms  of  subscription  from 
fifty  to  sixty  francs. 

What  are  we  to  conclude  from  this  ? 
Evidently,  that  the  Ultramontane  party  is 
very  feeble  in  our  land,  notwithstanding  it 
talks  so  loudly  of  its  conquests.  A  jour- 
nal which  responds  to  the  sentiments  of  the  j 
national  mind  never  wants  subscribers. 
We  have  newspapers  which  reckon  from 
thirty  to  forty  thousand  subscribers,  and 
which  gain  immense  sums.  If  the  Uni' 
vers  cannot  even  defray  its  expenses,  it  is 
because  that  journal  is  opposed  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  majority  of  the  nation.  It  has 
readers  in  the  palaces  of  the  bishops,  in 
the  parsonages  of  the  priests,  and  in  the 
houses  of  a  small  number  of  bigots  :  be- 
yond these,  it  is  viewed  with  contempt. 

But  if  the  priests  cannot  hope  to  regain  ! 
their  former  influence  over  the  intelligent 
portion  of  the  nation,  they  seek  to  main- 
tain their  dominion  over  the  inferior  classes 
of  the  people,  over  ignorant  peasants  and 
superstitious  women.  In  order  to  attain 
their  end,  they  invent  false  miracles, 
which,  being  announced  and  vouched  for 
by  the  clergy,  raise  the  imagination  and 
inflame  the  enthusiasm  of  illiterate  persons. 
Thus,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the 
Ultramontane  party,  thousands  of  wonders 
have  been  efiTected  within  the  last  few 
years,  and  if  this  continues,  the  number  of 
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supernatural  events  will  speedily  exceed 
that  of  natural  facts. 

I  do  not  recollect  whether  or  not  I  have 
told  you,  on  another  occasion,  of  a  mir- 
acle which  took  place  not  long  since 
among  the  mountains  of  Dauphiny.  The 
circumstances  were  these.  Two  little 
shepherds  were  watching  their  flocks  in  a 
lonely  spot,  when  all  on  a  sudden  they  be- 
held a  strange  lady,  with  beaming  counte- 
nance, splendid  apparel,  and  majestic 
mien.  This  lady  approached  the  two 
shepherds  with  a  gracious  smile,  and  gave 
them  a  very  long  discourse  upon  the  duty 
of  going  to  mass  and  confession,  of  fasting 
on  Friday,  of  reciting  litanies,  and  of  obey- 
ing, in  all  things,  the  authority  of  the 
cure.  There  was  nothing  extraordinary  in 
that,  say  you.  But  listen  to  the  sequel. 
This  lady,  who  thus  passed  her  time  in 
conversing  with  the  shepherds,  was  not  a 
mere  mortal  :  it  was  the  Virgin  Mary, 
who  had  deigned  to  descend  to  earth. 
The  Virgin  Wary,  say  you  again  ;  but 
where  is  the  proof  of  it  ?  These  little  shep- 
herds, poor  children  of  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  age,  may  they  not  have  mistaken 
a  lady  unknown  to  them,  who  may  have 
happened  to  traverse  these  mountains,  for 
the  Virgin  ?  Has  the  Virgin  distinctive 
features  by  which  she  may  be  immediately 
distinguished  from  all  other  persons  of  her 
sex  ?  Beware  what  you  say  :  see  how 
the  miracle  has  been  proved.  The  Virgin 
Mary  left  the  print  of  her  foot  upon  a 
stone.  It  is  evident  that  an  ordinary  lady, 
in  walking,  would  not  make  a  deep  and 
permanent  impression  upon  a  rock  :  it  is, 
j  therefore,  a  supernatural  being,  it  is  the 
holy  Virgin,  and  she  only,  who  can  have 
imprinted  the  mark  of  her  foot  upon  this 
mountain  of  Dauphiny.  The  miracle  is 
certified  by  the  priests  ;  it  has  been  duly 
registered  in  the  columns  of  the  Ultramon- 
tane journals,  and  all  the  Popish  seminaries 
echo  with  the  cry,  that  a  great  and  super- 
natural event  has  happened  in  connection 
with  the  Romish  Church. 

Now,  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the 
present  year,  sixty  thousand  pilgrims  (aye, 
!  sixty  thousand  !)  have  been  to  Salette  (the 
name  of  the  place  where  the  Virgin  ap- 
peared to  the  little  shepherds,)  to  celebrate 
the  anniversary  of  this  memorable  event. 
The  procession  was  headed  by  priests. 
Mass  was  celebrated,  and  the  sacrament 
administered.  All  these  pilgrims  sang 
hymns  in  honor  of  Mary.  Moreover,  as 
there  is  a  spring  near  the  stone  on  which 
the  Virgin  left  her  footprint,  these  good 
people  rushed  in  crowds  to  drink  a  few 
drops  of  this  wonderful  water.  They  be- 
lieved that  it  was  an  infallible  panacea  for 
all  the  maladies  of  soul  and  body  !  The 
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cures  under  these  circumstances,  reaped  a  I 
rich  harvest :  and  every  body  went  home 
perfectly  content, — the  pilgrims  with  the 
spring  water  and  the   priests  with — the 
money  !  ; 

In  reading  details  like  these,  one  would 
think  that  France  were  a  land  of  Hotten- 
tots or  Iroquois  ;  but  these  absurd  super- 
stitions, observe,  are  concentrated  in  the 
lowest  classes  of  the  people.  Decent  i 
men,  those  who  have  received  any  educa- 
tion, utterly  despise  these  disgraceful 
scenes  ;  and,  certainly,  the  priests  do 
more  harm  than  good  to  their  cause,  by 
favoring  such  stupid  practices.  They  will 
one  day  perceive  that  he  who  deceives  his 
fellow-men  must  suffer  by  the  hand  of 
God. — Cor.  of  Evang.  Christendom. 


PIETY  AND  MISSIONS. 

Engagement  in  the  missionary  enterprise 
is  necessary  to  the  well  being  of  a  church  ; 
but  the  fact  of  the  engagement  will  not  se- 
cure that  well-being,  and  the  engagement 
itself  may  soon  lose  its  spirit  and  charac- 
ter. The  enterprise  is  necessary  to  a  vig- 
orous piety  ;  but  a  deep  and  personal 
piety  is  still  more  necessary  to  it.  The 
enterprise  is,  indeed,  a  noble  stream,  re- 
freshing, reviving,  and  invigorating  all  the 
region  through  which  it  flows  ;  but  it  is 
fed  by  the  springs  of  private  meditation 
and  believing  prayer  ;  and  these  dried  up 
or  diminished,  leave  only  an  empty  channel, 
or  a  faintly  flowing  rill.  —  Rev.  Robert 
JVesbit. 


3lmcncan  Baptist  flTlsslonarw  llulon. 


RECENT  INTELLIGENCE. 

Greece.  —  Later  communications  from 
Mr.  Buel  (Nov.  9  and  19)  narrate  the 
progress  of  the  measures  adopted  by  Gov- 
ernment to  suppress  the  operations  of  the 
mission. 

Sabbath  instruction  interdicted. 

Nov.  9.  On  the  21st  of  Oct.,  the 
day  after  my  last  letter  was  written 
(p.  49),  a  messenger  from  the  demarch 
called  for  the  written  statement  which 
I  had,  some  days  previously,  promised 
to  draw  up  in  justification  of  my  pro- 
ceedings. I  replied  that  this  was  ren- 
dered unnecessary  by  the  demarch's 
hasty  and  peremptory  order  to  dismiss 
the  school,  and  by  my  compliance 
therewith.  "  But  the  demarch  said  he 
was  sorry  to  learn,  that  on  the  last 
Sabbath  you  received  a  number  of  girls 
at  your  house."  To  this  I  replied,  that 
any  assemblage  of  children  or  of  grown 
persons  on  the  Sabbath  at  my  house 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  school  nor 
with  the  school  laws ;  in  answer  to 
which  it  was  said,  that  the  demarch 
desired  to  have  a  written  statement  of 
my  reasons  to  send  up  to  the  Minister 
of  Religion,  so  that  he  might  be  re- 
lieved from  the  present  responsibility 
of  executing  the  penalty  of  the  school 
laws  against  our  Sabbath  proceedings, 
and  until  farther  orders  should  be  com- 
municated to  him. 

Such  a  statement  I  accordingly  pre- 
pared.   It  reads  as  follows  : — 


"  To  the  demarch  of  PirsBUs, 

"Your  document  dated  Aug.  8-20, 
communicating  an  order  from  the  Min- 
ister of  Religion  and  Public  Instruc- 
tion, concludes  by  requesting  me  'to 
dismiss  the  said  school  in  my  house, 
and  every  other  assemblage  therein 
convened  for  purposes  of  instruction.' 
The  said  'school'  was  accordingly  dis- 
missed, although  I  did  not  consider  it 
as  coming  under  the  school  laws.  As 
you  have  since  informed  me  that  I 
cannot  receive  children  at  my  house, 
even  on  the  Sabbath,  without  vio- 
lating the  article  532d  of  the  Penal 
Code,  I  must  say  that  upon  this  point 
we  differ  in  opinion.  Believing  that 
this  is  purely  a  religious  question,  and 
no  longer  a  question  about  schools,  I 
notify  you  that  if  it  be  your  further 
purpose  to  execute  against  me  the 
aforesaid  law,  I  wish  to  submit  the 
case  to  the  adjudication  of  the  proper 
tribunals. 

"  1  beg  leave  here  to  add,  with  all 
respect,  that  in  receiving  at  my  house 
persons  of  any  age  or  nation,  for  reli- 
gious conversation,  or  for  reading  and 
expounding  the  word  of  God,  I  trans- 
gress no  law,  human  or  divine.  So 
far  from  erring  against  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution*  in  so  doing,  1  only 


*  The  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  sec- 
tion first,  reads  as  follows: — "  The  Establish- 
ed Religion  of  Greece  is  that  of  the  Eastern 
Orthodox  Church  of  Christ;  but  every  ac- 
knowledged religion  is  tolerated,  and  its 
rights  shall  be  exercised  without  hindrance 
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avail  myself  of  a  right  guarantied  there- 
in ;  inasmuch  as  it  says  expressly  that 
'  every  known  religion  is  tolerated,  and 
its  rights  shall  be  exercised  wiiliout 
hindrance  under  the  protection  of  the 
laws.' 

"  I  profess  the  religion  taught  in  the 
Sacred  Scriptures,  wiiich  obligates  the 
Christian  every  where  and  at  all  times 
to  disseminate  the  light  of  the  gospel. 
But  how  is  my  religion  any  longer  tol- 
erated if  1,  or  other  members  of  my 
family,  are  exposed  to  the  penalties  of 
the  laws  contained  in  the  tenth  chap- 
ter of  the  Penal  Code*  as  olten  as  we 
converse  upon  the  religion  of  our 
blessed  Lord  with  those  w  ho  are  dis- 
posed to  frequent  our  dwelling  ?  Those 
persons  listen  only  to  Christian  instruc- 
tion, and  hear  no  language  attacking, 
reviling  or  aspersing  the  established 
religion  of  the  kingdom. 

"  Moreover,  we  exercise  the  social 
rights  and  privileges  granted  in  the 
eighth  and  tenth  articles  of  the  Consti- 
tution,f  and  guarantied  tons  as  Amer- 
ican residents  by  the  Conunercial 
Treaty  existing  between  Greece  and 
the  United  States  of  North  America. 

"  The  established  church  ol"the  realm 
has  a  Christian  riglit  to  discipline  its 
members  when  they  frequent,  to  their 
injury,  the  assembly  of  other  religion- 
ists; but  she  has  no  right  to  make  use 
of  the  civil  })ower  to  conunand  us,  the 
so  called  '  other  religionists,'  to  close 
our  doors  against  Greeks  who  choose 
to  be  present  at  our  services. 

"Availing  myself  of  this  opportunity 
to  assure  you  of  my  high  esteem,  1 
remain  yours,  &c.,  &c. 

"R.  F.  BuEL. 

"  P.  S.  You  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
send  this  document  to  the  Minister  of 
Religion  and  Public  Instruction,  by 
whom  was  issed  the  order  under  date 
of  2-12  August,  and  No.  G649. 

"  R.  F.  B." 


under  the  protection  of  the  law.  Prnselytism 
is  forbidden,  and  every  other  interference 
with  the  established  religion." 

*  The  tenth  chapter  of  the  Penal  Code  for- 
bids the  assumption,  without  a  government 
permission,  of  the  duties  and  employments  of 
any  of  the  professions,  the  medical",  scholas- 
tic, clerical.  &c. 

t  The  eiiihth  article—'-'  The  dwelling  of 
every  individual  is  inviolable.  JNo  search  in 
dwelling  houses  shall  take  place  otherwise 
than  as  the  law  directs." 

The  teiitJi  article — "  Every  one  has  a  right 
to  publish  his  opinions,  either  verbally,  in 
writing,  or  through  the  press,  provided  he  ob- 
serve the  laws  of  the  realm." 


After  the  above  document  was  sent, 
three  Sabbaths  intervened,  with  the  usual 
exercises  in  the  school  and  bible  class  ; 
but  on  the  19th  of  Nov.  Mr.  Buel  was 
summoned  to  appear  in  court,  to  answer 
to  the  charge  of  having  "  assumed  teach- 
ers' duties  without  the  requisite  permis- 
sion, of  having  collected  children  of  citi- 
zens on  feast  days  and  Sundays  and  taught 
them  the  Sacred  Scriptures  ;  and  of  having 
supplied  them  with  books  on  affairs  con- 
ten)plated  in  article  530  of  the  Penal 
Code."  **  Against  this  extraordinary 
charge,"  says  Mr.  B.,  "  my  counsel  is 
ready  to  plead  that  the  school  laws  have 
not  been  infringed  by  the  assemblage  of 
children  on  the  Sabbath,  admitting  that 
they  have  received  books  and  have  been 
instructed  in  the  scriptures  on  that  day. 
But  my  condemnation  is  certain.  That 
has  been  determined  on  already."  Mean- 
while, to  neglect  no  proper  means  of  vin- 
dication, and  in  hope  that  the  higher  au- 
tliorities  might  be  induced  to  see  that  no 
injustice  should  be  done  him,  Mr.  B.  ad- 
dressed a  memorial  to  the  king,  stating  the 
essential  facts  of  the  case,  and  enclosing  all 
the  documents  in  his  possession  relating 
to  it.  The  sequel  is  given  by  Mr.  B.  in 
the  following  words,  under  date  of 
Nov.  19. 

The  trial  is  over.  The  result  of  it 
was  written  yesterday.  My  lawyer's 
plea,  although  abundantly  conclusive, 
only  availed  to  loj)  off  what  in  tlie  in- 
dictment was  irrelevant  to  the  princi- 
pal charge,  which  was  sustained  by 
the  decision  of  the  court,  viz. — that  by 
teaching  children  on  the  Sabbath  with- 
out a  license,  1  have  violated  the  law 
relating  to  the  "  assumption  of  teach- 
ers' duties,"  and  incurred  a  fine  of 
$8  1-3,  or  50  drachmas;  which  is  the 
smallest  that  can  be  imposed;  —  the 
heaviest  is  300  drachmas.  Five  days 
are  allowed  for  an  appeal  to  the  next 
higher  tribunal.  As  the  five  judges 
composing  that  court  are  young  men 
of  European  education,  and  liberally 
disposed,  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  favor- 
able decision.  I  will  give  the  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  the  other  gentlemen 
su[)porting  the  prosecution,  the  credit 
of  treating  me  with  proper  civility. 
From  what  occurred  at  Mr.  King's 
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trial  in  Athens,  1  had  reason  to  expect 
some  ahiise. 

Only  two  little  girls  were  introduced 
as  witnesses,  to  say  what  they  kriew  of 
Mrs.  Buel's  school.  I  suppose  that 
only  these  could  be  induced  to  be 
present  out  of  the  fifteen  or  twenty 
which  the  demarch's  servant  testified 
upon  oath  that  he  had  seen  to  frequent 
our  house  of  late  on  the  Sabbath. 

There  was  one  pleasing  incident 
that  fell  like  a  ray  of  sunlight  upon  the 
sad  scene.  The  Count  de  Gasparin 
came  down  from  Athens  at  an  early 
hour  to  accompany  me  to  court,  for  the 
sake,  as  he  said,  "of  manifesting  a 
Christian  sympathy  and  a  fraternal  fel- 
lowship in  our  trials  and  persecutions." 
The  readers  of  the  Magazine  will  re- 
niernber  the  honorable  mention  made 
of  this  distinguished  nobleman  by  Mr. 
Willard  in  the  June  No.  of  the  Maga- 
zine, 1847.  He  has  been  travelling  in 
Greece  with  the  Countess  de  Gaspa- 
rin, who  is  so  well  know  n  as  an  au- 
tlioress.  Some  of  her  translated  tracts 
belong  to  our  S.  S.  library.  If  I  do 
not  mistake,  the  presence  of  that  gen- 
tleman in  Athens  at  this  crisis  will 
have  a  favorable  influence  upon  our 
cause. 


China. — Baptisms  at  Hongkong. 
Mr.  Dean  writes  from  Hongkong  Sep- 
tember 7  : — 

The  last  Sabbath  was  a  pleasant  and 
encouraging  day  to  the  Tie  Chiu 
church  of  Hongkong.  In  the  morn- 
ing, at  7  o'clock,  J  baptized  two  Chi- 
nese in  the  waters  of  our  harbor,  in 
presence  of  the  members  of  the  church 
and  a  comjjany  of  their  countrymen. 
The  spot  was  well  chosen,  and  the 
spectators  appeared  interested  and  re- 
spectful. The  candidates  were  j)eace- 
ful  and  happy,  and  come  into  the 
church  not  witli  learning  or  wealth, 
but  with  the  results  of  protracted  re- 
ligious inquiry,  and  are  of  tried  char- 
acter. One  is  a  fisherman,  of  about 
fifty  years  of  age,  and  aniong  the  first 
fruits  of  our  station  at  Long  Island. 
He  was  first  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  according  to  his  statements 
at  the  examination,  by  the  agency  of 
one  of  the  native  assistants  of  our 
church.  He  has  a  son  who  has  ofl^ered 
himself  for  baptism,  but  who  has  been 
recommended  to  wait  to  a  future  time. 
The  other  man  is  about  forty  years 
qf  age  and  a  common  laborer,  who 


has,  with  some  considerable  effort,  at- 
tended our  daily  worship  for  the  last 
six  months  or  more,  and  appears 
j)rayerlul  and  sincere.  They  were  ad- 
mitted on  the  responsibility  of  them- 
selves, with  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
church,  after  being  distinctly  informed 
that  no  })ersonal  favor  or  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage need  ever  be  expected  in  con- 
sideration of  their  being  members  of 
the  church. 

At  11  o'clock,  Kiok  Cheng  preached  ; 
at  half  past  12,  the  members  of  the 
church  met,  to  review  in  concert  their 
hearts  for  the  last  two  months,  and 
renew  their  covenant  with  God  ;  and 
at  2  P.  M.,  1  administered  to  thenj  the 
Lord's  suj)per  in  the  j)resence  of  forty 
or  fifty  Chinese,  who  remained  as  si- 
lent spectators  to  the  close.  The  day 
opened  in  hope  and  ended  in  peace. 

In  a  letter  of  previous  date,  Mr.  Dean 
speaks  of  the  claims  of  the  Ti6  Chiu  de- 
partment. 

There  is  much  need  of  another  man 
in  the  Tie  Chiu  department  of  this 
mission.  The  church,  from  long  ne- 
glect, requires  much  labor  for  the  en- 
couragement, discipline  and  instruc- 
tion of  its  njembers  ;  the  assistants  at 
Chek-Choo  and  Long  Island,  and  such 
as  may  itinerate  on  the  main  land,  re- 
quire constant  supervision  and  counsel ; 
the  services  in  the  chapel  on  the  Sab- 
bath, and  the  daily  instructions  of  the 
week,  require  time  and  strength;  and 
add  to  this,  the  necessary  work  to  be 
done  in  the  study,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
exj)ected  that  one  man  can  do  it  all 
well.  Moreover  it  is  by  all  adtriitted  to 
be  bad  policy  to  entrust  the  interests 
of  any  station  to  the  agency  of  one  man. 
There  should  be  at  least  two,  after  de- 
ducting for  casualties,  such  as  sickness 
and  removals. 

Revision  of  Acts — New  out-station. 
In  the  })resent  state  of  affairs,  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  spend  some  time  in 
revising  a  ])ortion  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment; and  have  gone  through  the  first 
seven  chapters  of  the  j^cts,  with  the  aid 
of  Dr.  Devan's  teacher.  The  teacher  is 
responsible  for  the  idiomatic  fornjs  of 
ex})ression  and  its  intelligibility  to  the 
Chinese  reader,  and  I  have  labored 
hard,  with  reference  to  other  revisions 
before  me,  to  correct  what  appear  to 
be  inaccuracies  ;  and  trust  it  may  j)rove 
to  be  an  improven.ent  upon  previous 
versions.  What,  in  our  estimation, 
will  add  much  to  its  value,  is  the  intro- 
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duction  of  marginal  references, — a  plan, 
so  far  as  we  know,  before  untried  in 
the  history  of  Chinese  missions,  hut 
one  preeminently  injportant  lotlieClii- 
nese  reader  of  the  New  Testament, 
where  he  so  frequently  meets  with  al- 
lusions to  the  Old  Testament,  of  which 
the  Chinese,  even  among  those  reli- 
giously instructed,  are  generally  ig- 
norant. 

For  the  purpose  chiefly  of  gaining  a 
preacfiing  place  on  the  main  land,  we 
have  recently  opened  a  Chinese  sciiool 
at  Tu  Kia  Wan,  two  or  three  miles  dis- 
tant from  Hongkong,  on  the  continent; 
where  we  have  assembled  eighteen  or 
twenty  boys,  who  read  dming  the 
w-eek,  and  come  with  their  teacher  to 
the  chapel  to  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 
They  read  the  Chinese  classics  in  the 
morning,  and  Christian  books  in  the 
afternoon,  and  we  hope  to  do  them 
and  their  parents  good.  We  pay  the 
teacher's  salary,  and  their  j)arents  fur- 
nish food  and  clothing  for  the  boys. 

At  a  subsequent  date  Mr.  Dean  men- 
tions the  return  of  Ko  A-bak,  Sept.  26, 
from  a  tour  into  his  native  district,  Tie 
Chiu  ;  also  the  departure  of  Mr.  Shuck 
and  family  for  Shanghai  on  the  27th.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lord,  who  arrived  at  Ningpo 
June  20,  were     settled,  and  at  work." 

"  The  Rev.  W.  M.  Lowrie  was  thrown 
overboard  by  Chinese  pirates  and  drowned 
on  the  19th  of  August,  near  to  Ningpo. 
He  was  a  missionary  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board,  and  son  of  its  Secretary  ; — a  man 
of  much  promise  and  piety." 


Maulmain. — Attempted  robbery. 
The  bouse  of  Mr.  Stilson  at  Maulmain  was 
entered  on  the  evening  of  the  13ih  of  Sept. 
last  by  three  Burmans,  the  rest  of  the  gang 
remaining  outside  ;    and    in   the  affray 
which  ensued,  and  which  resulted  in  their 
^    expulsion  from  the  house,  Mr.  Stilson  ro- 
ll   ceived  several  severe,  though  not  danger- 


life.  The  authorities  have  taken  prompt 
measures  to  detect  the  ruffians,  and  pro- 
vided a  guard  for  future  protection.  •*  The 
personal  friends  of  Mr.  S.,  and  the  friends 
of  missions,  have  occasion  for  profound 
gratitude  to  God  that  the  life  of  our  brother 
was  spared." 


ed  knife,  used  by  one  of  the  assailants. 
Their  object,  it  is  supposed,  was  plunder  ; 
Mr.  S.  being  known  as  treasurer  of  Maul- 
main Mission.  Depredations  at  different 
limes  have  been  made  also  upon  Mr.  Ran- 
ney  and  others,  but  this  attack  has  exceed- 
ed in  boldness  and  violence,  and  peril  to 


Missionary  Rooms. — Reply  to  Plea 
for  Arracan.''^ 

In  our  last  number,  (p.  27,)  we  publish- 
ed Mr.  Ingalls's  "  Plea  for  Arracan." 
The  following  reply,  addressed  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  by  •«  a  friend  of  mis- 
sions "  in  this  city,  is  eminently  apposite, 
and  worthy  of  the  signatures  of  the 
thousand." 

On  reading  in  the  Magazine  br.  In- 
galls's  appeal  for  help  in  behalf  of  Ar- 
racan, 1  was  led  to  inquire  with  him, 
"  Can  I  go  to  the  judgment  without 
trying  to  do  something  to  give  the 
bread  of  life  to  tlio.^e  w  ho  aie  thus  cry- 
ing for  it?"  J  askeil  m}self  a»;ain, 
"  Are  there  not  one  thousand  members  in 
all  the  Baptist  churches  in  the  free  Slates, 
each  of  whom  can  give  one  hundred 
dollars  [)er  annum  i'or  this  object  .5" 
The  answer  came  back,  "Yes,  more 
than  that  miniber."  Again  I  asked 
myself,  "  Will  you  be  one  of  the  thou- 
sand ?"  in  the  ftjar  of  the  Lord,  and 
trusting  in  him  to  give  me  the  means, 
1  answer,  "Yes,  so  long  as  God  shall 
give  me  the  means  to  do  it." 

And  now  I  ask  you,  will  you  send  a 
circular,  with  br.  Injialls's  apj)eal,  and 
this  proposition,  to  tlie  other  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine,  who  are  expect- 
ed to  become  subscribers,  and  ask 
them  if  they  are  ready  to  "O  u|>  w  the 
judgment  without  doing  it?  Send  tlie 
circular  to  every  chmch  in  the  iiee 
States,  with  the  request  that  its  cry  be 
sounded  iti  the  ears  of  every  metuber, 
calling  hitn  to  do  what  he  will  wish 
he  had  done  when  he  jiocs  up  to  the 
judgment ;  and  if  the  resi)onse  does 
not  come  back,  calling  upon  you  to 
send  out  another  appeal  for  the  men  to 
go  forth  into  the  harvest,  with  the  as- 
surance that  the  means  are  ready  lo 
sustain  them,  then  shall  1  despair  of 
help  until  God  shall  raise  up  another 
generation  to  do  the  work. 

If  you  will  thus  send  out  this  appeal 
immediately,  and  water  the  same  wiih 
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Truths  to  be  held  in  remembrance ;  Donaiions. 

Rev.  Amos  P.  Messer 
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your  prayers  for  its  success,  I  believe 
your  hearts  will  be  cheered  with  in- 
creasingly glorious  prospects  for  the 
spread  of  the  gospel  of  the  blessed  God. 

A  FaiEiSD  OF  Missio-xs. 
Jan.  10,  1848. 


Truths  to  be  held  in  remembrance. 

1.  Of  the  thousand  millions  of  this 
generation,  more  than  thirty  millions  will 
die  this  year  ;  and  every  one  who  "  be- 
lieveth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life  ;  but 
the  wrath  of  God  abideih  on  him." 

2.  The  object  for  which  Christ  permits 
bis  people  to  live  on  the  earth,  is  to  spread 
the  knowledge  and  to  illustrate  the  power 
of  his  salvation.  "  The  gospel  of  the  king- 
dom shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world,  for 
a  witness  unto  all  nations  ;  and  then  shall 
the  end  come." 

3.  Almost  every  nation  and  tribe  of 
the  human  race  is  accessible  to  the  Chris 
tian  missionary,  and  some  of  them  are  beg- 
ging, like  Lazarus  at  the  rich  man's  gate 
for  bread  of  which  they  may  eat  and  live 
forever. 

4.  The  Redeemer's  last  command  is 
binding  on  all  the  members  of  the  churches  ; 
with  the  commission  he  has  also  given 
them  the  ability  and  the  opportunity  to 
obey  it.  Within  this  year,  thousands  of 
them  will  perform  their  last  service  on 
earth  for  Christ,  and  not  one  of  them 
knows  how  near  he  is  to  death,  judgment, 
and  eternity. 

Who,  then,  will  live  and  act  this 
YEAR  as  though  he  were  doing  his  last 
work  for  Christ  and  a  lost  world  ?  Mace- 
donian. 


DOJV  ATIONS 

Received  in  December,  1847. 
Maine. 

Penobscot  Miss.  Soc,  J.  C. 
White  tr.,  viz.— Col.  at  the 
Asso.  15,91  Stetso'.i.  T  Al- 
len and  wife  2,00;  Palmvra, 
eh.  1,14;  Bangor  Istch.  34,88; 
do.,  "Id  eh.  31,84;  do  1st  and 
2d  churches,  to  educate  a  boy 
in  Assam  Orphan  Sch'l,  25,00  ; 
Garland.  James  March  50c.; 
Etna,  eh.  and  soc.  3,47;  to 


cons, 

L.  M.,  114,74 
Kennebec  Asso.,  Gilbert 

Pullen  tr.,  Augusta,  eh.  17,37 
Bowdoinham  Asso..  VV.  R. 

Prescott  tr.,  viz. — Read- 
field,  ch.,  Mr.  Thomas, 

1.00  ;  Bowdoinham,  ch. 

29.74;    East  VVinthrop, 

ch.  48,73,  79,47 
Cumberland  Asso.,  Judah 

Chandler  tr.,  viz — Bath, 

ch.,  Mr.  Hildreth,5,00; 

Brunswick,  ch.,  Capt. 

San  wood,  25,00,  Capt. 

McManus  5,00,  35,00 
Lincoln  Asso.,  Asa  Per- 
kins    tr..     viz.  —  St. 

George,    3d    ch.,  Dr. 

Stearns,  1,00;  Warren, 

ch.,  a  few  friends,  7,00 ; 

Union,  church  15,95  ; 

Thomastnn,    1st  ch., 

"  friends,"  90c.  ;     "  a 

little  girl"  21c.,  25,06 
Damariscotta  Asso.,  B.  W. 

Plummer    tr.,    viz.  — 

Nobleboro',     1st  ch., 

Charles  V'annah,  2,50  ; 

Bristol,  ch.,  Capt.  Oram, 

4.00;   Waldoboro',  ch. 

12,28,  18,78 
Waldo  Asso.,  Robie  Frye 
tr.,  China,  1st  ch.,  14,25 

(With  10,07  from  New 
Hampshire,  to  cons. 
Rev.  Henry  Kendall 
and  Rev.  Alvin  Felch 
L.  M.,)  per  Kev.  J. 
Wilson,  agent  of  the 

Union.   189,93 

Wiscasset,  John  Sylvester  5,00  ; 
Mrs.  Mary  Dodge  1,00,  G.OO 


310,67 


New  Hampshire. 


A  friend  to  missions  5.00 
Salisbury,  "  a  feeble  helper"  1  ,(iO 

JNew  Hampshire  State  Conven- 
tion. Geo.  Porter  tr.,  viz. — For 
the  African  Miss.  50,00 ;  Ports- 
mouth Asso.,  to  cons.  Rev. 
Benj.  Wheeler  L.  M.,  100,00,  150,00 
Concord,  John  A.  Gault,  for  his 

L.  M.,  100,00 
Portsmouth  Asso.,  G.  C. 
Brown  tr..  103,70;  Ex- 
eter, ch.  31,72,  135,42 
Milford  Asso.,  viz. — Mil- 
ford,  ch.  68,51  ;  Peter- 
boro',  ch..  "family  of 
Mr.  Mears,"  1.50,  70,01 
Dublin  Asso.,  viz. — Swan- 
sey,  ch..  Miss  Thomp- 
son, 1,00  ;  Keene,  cli  , 
"  friends,"  2,25;  Marl- 
boro',  ch..   Rev.  Mr. 
Dearborn,  2.00,  5,25 
To  cons.  Rev.  Noah  Hooper, 
Jr.,  and  Rev.  O.  O.  Stearns 
L  M..  per  Hev.  J.  Wilson, 

agent  of  the  Union.   210,68 

New  Hampton,  Rev.  E.  Dodge 

1,00;  Dea.  Gordon  1,00,  2.00 

 468 
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Vermont. 
Vermont  State  Convention,  for 
Assam  Miss.,  17,92  5  Vermont 
Asso,,  for  Assam  Miss.,  13,44; 
Saxton's  River,  ch.,  towards 
sup.  of  Rev.  N.  Brown,  8.51  ; 
Pouitney,  ch.  33,00  3  do.,  for 
Karen  Miss.  20,00  ;  do.,  La- 
dies' Soc.  10,753  J.  Button 
10,00;  Mrs.  H.  Morton  1,00; 
Mrs.  ftl.  VVhite  25c.  ;  Ira,  ch. 
1,00;  Samuel  Griggs,  treas.  of 
Vermont  Asso.,  25.00  ;  JNorth 
Springfield,  ch.,  towards  sup. 
of  Rev.  N.  Brown,  50.00; 
Windham,  ch.,  for  do.,  46,33  ; 
do.,  ladies,  to  sup.  a  child  in 
Assam  Orphan  School,  25,00; 
Thetford,  E.  Dodge  3,00;  to 
cons.  Rev.  J.  Cannon  and  Rev. 
C.  H.  Green  L.  M.,  per  Rev. 
O.  Tracy,  agent  of  the  Union,  267,20 

Massachusetts. 

Old  Cambridge,  ch.,  G.  B.  Dana 
clerk,  to  cons.  Rev.  Benj.  I. 
Lane  and  VVm.  Brown  L.  M.,  262,.57 
West  Cambridge,  ch.  and  soc. 
30,14 ;    "  a   child's  Savings 
Bank"  lOc,  30,24 
West  Dedham,  Miss  Betsey  Ba- 
ker, towards  sup.  of  Miss.  E. 
Waldo,  3.00 
Medford,  ch.,  mon.  con.,  4,20 
Gloucester,  ch  32.00 
Dunstable,  Jonas  Taylor  3,00 
South  Hadley,  Rosiiia  Lyon,  1,00 
Boston,   a  friend   50,00 ; 

do.,  1,00,  51,00 
do.,  united  mon.  con.  at 

Bowdoin  Sijuare  ch.  108,38 
do.,   Union  ch.,   (i.  VV. 
Chipnian  tr.,2,I3  ;  Miss 
Stetson's    Sab.  school 
class  G2c.,  2,73 
do.,  Rowe  St.  ch.,  "  a  dis- 
ciple," to  cons.  L.  M  . 
to  be  named,  100,00 
do.,   Baldwin  Place  ch., 
viz. — Mon.  con.  107,74; 
"  a  widow"  6,65,  114,39 
do..  Harvard  St.  ch.,  to 
cons.  Samuel  T.  Gush- 
ing L.  M.,  100,00 

 476,52 

Beverly,  Istch.,  mon.  con.  for 

Nov.,  23,00 
Maiden,  Mrs.  Sally  Dix  ,30 
Lowell, "A  friend,"  for  Bur.  Miss.  20,00 
"        VVorthen  Si.    ch.,  to 
cons.  Amos  Hyde  L.  M  .  100,00 
Dedham,  Miss  Emily  Preble,  for 

Arracan  Miss.,  '  5,00 
Lexington,  "  a  friend"  5,00 
Cheshire,  L.  J.  Cole  5,00 
Worcester  Asso.,  Martin  Jacobs 

tr.,  VVestboro',  ch.,  53,00 
South  Reading,  Miss  E.  Weth- 

erbee  5,00 
Springfield.  1st  ch.  53,86  ;  do., 
colls,  at  missionary  meeting 
46,14;  to  cons.  L.  M.  to  be 
named.  West  Springfield 
5,00;  Sturbridge  Asso.,  Brook- 
field,  ('h.  and  soc,  towards  a 
house  of  wdrship  at  Shawanoe 
Mission, 38,00;  Kranklin  .\sso., 


C3 

J.  Bardwell  tr.,  58,00;  do., 
"an  aged  female,"  25,00; 
Beverly,  I  si  ch  ,  mon.  con., 
20,00  ;  West  Boylston,  "  a 
Irietid"  5Uc. ;  Holden,  S.  Da- 
mon 3,00;  J.  M.  Padclellield 
1,00;  Tenipleton,  M.  Elliot 
1,00  ;  Mrs.  M.  VVoodburv  1,00; 
M.  J.  \V(;odbury  25c  ;  "Beck- 
et,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  White 
2.00;  Rev.  H.  D.  Doolittle 
and  wife  2,00;  F.  W.  and  C, 
A  Doolittle  15c.;  Enieline 
Harris  2.00,  and  J.  Wardsw.Tth 
5,0i',  towards  sup.  of  Rev.  i\. 
Harris;  Merliiig,  ch.  1().78; 
Clintonville,  cli.  4,30;  Wor- 
cester, (  harles  Thurber.  to 
cons.  Mrs.  Abigail  Tlinrber 
L.  M.,  103,00;  per  Rev.  O. 
Tracy,  agent  of  the  Union,  387,98 

 1417,01 

Rhode  Island.* 

A.  Bennett,  per  Rev.  O.  Tracy, 

agent  of  the  Union,  1,00 
Rhode  Island  State  Con- 
vention, V.  J.  Bates  tr., 

viz.  —  Providence,  1st 

ch.,    mon.   cons.,  (of 

which  glOO  is  to  cons. 

Rev,  James  Grow  L. 

M.,)  14o,64;  do.  Mrs. 

C.  E.  Green,  to  cons. 

Arnold  Green  L.  M., 

100,00  ;     do.,    a  lady 

300,00,  to  cons.  Misses 

Frances    Mary  (ireon. 

Sarah  A.  Knowles  and 

Mary  A.  Perkins  L.  M. ; 

do.,    Fern.  For.  Miss. 

Soc,    Mrs.    barah  A. 

Bolles  tr.,  (of  which  ^25 

is    from     Mrs.    L.  D. 

Mniiiford,  to  educate  a 

child    named  Frances 

Lavinia  Patlison,  un- 
der the  care  of  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Binney.)  200,00; 

to  cons,  two  L.  M.  to 

be  named,  715,61. 
"  Baptists"  in  fSlaterville 

54,3(1,  (with  45,64  fronj 

the  1st  ch..  Providence, 

as     above,)     to  cons. 

Rhodes     B.  Chapman 

L.  iM.  ;  Fruit  Hill,  ch. 

and  soc,  mon.  con  ,  B. 

A.  Whipple  tr.,  2,44,  56.80 

  802,44 

  803,H. 

Connecticut. 

Connecticut  State  Convention, 
W.  Grisvvold  tr.,  per  Rev.  O. 
Tracy,  agent  of  the  Union,  481,31 

New  York. 

Burnt  Hills,  ch.  10,00 
Perriiiton,  Rev.  Salem  T.  Gris- 
wold,  to  cons,  him  L.  M.,  100,00 


*  The  goO  credited  in  Nov.  Magazine  to 
the  1st  ch.  in  Wickford,  should  have  been 
credited  to  the  ch.  in  Westerly. 


Donations. 
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Donations. 


Harmony  Asso.  14,33 
Albany,  Istch.,  \.  A.  Fish  tr.,  5i,i3 
Black  Kiver    Bap.    For.  Miss. 
Soc,  Henry  (J.  Potter  tr.,  to 
cons.  Uev.  D.  D    Heed  and 
Rev.  J.  F.  Bishop  L.  M.,  200,00 
Cliamplain  Convention,    \V.  J. 
Cutting  tr.,  for  two  L.  M.  to 
be  named,  200,00 


New  Jersey. 
Moboken,  ch.,  for  China  Mis 


575,76 


7,50 


111 


inois. 


Lamoille,  Horatio  Benton  2,00 

Lon;^  Grove,  ch.  15,00 
Eminence,   Mrs.  Achsah  Mer- 

riain,    per   Kev.    O.  Tracy. 

agent  of  the  Union,  10,00 


27,00 


Canada. 

Markham,  viz.  —  Elijah  Miller 
4,00  ;  Matilda  Miller  1 ,00  ;  Ja- 
cob J.  Miller  2,00;  Luton  Mil- 
ler 2,00  ;  Abigail  Miller  1,00; 
Hiram  Miller  1,00;  Rebecca 
Miller  1,00;  Mary  J.  Miller 
31c.;  John  B  Miller  2,00; 
Bathena  Miller  1,00,  Jacob 
Miller  25c.;  Phebe  Miller 
and  VVm.  Miller  4,00;  Char- 
lotte E.  Miller  25c.;  Samuel 
Miller  50c.  ;  Rachel  Miller 
1,00;  Joshua  Miller  25c.; 
Esther  Patterson  1.00;  Am- 
brose iNoble,  2,00;  Jacob 
Marr  25c.  ;  Peter  Mustard 
1,00;  David  Emerson  1,00; 
Simeon  Blandin  1,00;  Matilda 
Jameson  50c.;  E.J.  Shannon 
25c.  ;  John  Johnson  5(>c.  ; 
Jane  Johnson  25c.;  Elizabeth 
Johnson  25c.;  Henry  Johnson 
50c.;  Madalena  Boils  1,00; 
John  Ryer  62c.;  David  Ryer 
1 ,00,  3*3,68 

Pickering,  viz.  —  Rev.  Thomas 
Gostick  2,00;  Phebe  Haley 
1,25;  Ann  Turner  25c.  ;  Pris- 
cilla  S.  Haley  12c.  ;  Lavinia 
Windsor  13c.;  Sarah  Haley 
1,00;  Hannah  Bardon  50c.; 
E.  Turner  5!)c.  ;  Harriet  Bar- 
don 25c. ;  B.  M.  Clark  5,00; 
Dorcas  Clark  2,00  ;  Josephine 
Clark  12c.;  Emily  Clark  12c.; 
Sophia  Bardon  I3c. ;  Alfred 
Turner  1,00;  J.  Windsor  12c.  ; 
Rev.  S.  L.  Davidson  50c. ; 
Stephen  Windsor  5()c  ;  J. 
Haley  50c. ;  Moses  Windsor 
13c.;  R.Haley  50c.;  Gideon 
Turner  30c. ;  Wm.  Bardon 
12c.;  Isaac  Turner  12c.;  R. 
Bardon  50c. ;  Thomas  Bardon 
1,50;  Isaac  Turner,  Sen.  1,00; 
Mark  Turner  1,00;  JNancy 
Turner  20c.;  cash  14c..  21,50 
Whitby,  viz.  — David  Hubbell 
3,00;  John  Hubbell  1,00;  Syl- 
via Hubbell  1,00;  Charles 
Reynolds  2,00 ;  James  Herre- 
gery  50c. ;  Thomas  Martin 
1 ,00  ;  Matilda  Starr  50c. ;  Sa- 


rah Watson  1,00  ;  Sophia 
Brash  1,00;  a  friend  1,00; 
Samuel  Parker  4,00;  Anna 
Reynolds  1,00  ;  George  Emery 
50c.;  Jahez  Hall  1,00;  Mrs. 
Hall  50c. ;  Geo.  Hall  50c.  ; 
James  Van  Black  25c.;  Hannah 
Still  1,00;  Hutton  .Starr  50c.; 
Sanford  Martin  1,')0;  Amanda 
Still  3,00;  Charles  Barrett 
12c.;  Alva  Martin  2,00;  Mar- 
garet Martin  1,00;  Abram 
Martin  50c. ;  Anna  Morse 
38c.,  29,25 
Clark,  viz.— John  Parker  2,00; 
Ezra  Hulbert  1,00;  Richard 
Solomon  1,00;  Wm.  Kellv 
1,00;  David  Kelly  1.00;  Gil- 
bert Samais  1,00;  Jane  Par- 
ker 50c.;  Lovina  Solomon 
50c. ;  cash  31c.,  8,31 
Peterboro'  and  Smithtown,  viz. 
—Colls.  10,30;  Rev.  John 
Gilmorer  10,00;  J.  Edwards 
50c.;  William  McKee  1,00; 
James  M.  Ewen  1,00;  John 
Pearton  50c. ;  VVm.  C.  JNich- 
ols  1,00;  Charles  Vincent 
2,00;  Rev.  Peter  Wilson,  4,00,  30,30 
Fingal,  viz. — James  Burtch  2,00  : 
Mrs.  Long  1,00;  Mrs.  Teet- 
zel  1,00;  Jane  Crosby  25c.; 
Margaret  Crosby  25c. ;  John 
McDermond  50c.  ;  Duncan 
Mcintosh  5Uc. ;  AlbertGraves 
50c. ;  Aaron  Winchester  25c.  ; 
John  Divon  1,00;  E.Wilson 
5')c. ;  George  Munroe  1,00; 
('olin  Munroe  1,00;  Richard 
Howarth  2,00  ;     Lewis  Lee 

5;)c.;  Levi  ,1,00,  13,25 

Beamsville.  viz.  —  Jacob  Bean, 
to  cons,  him  L.  M.,  100,00; 
John  B.  Osborn  10,00;  John 
Henry  1.00;  Adelaide  House 
50c.;  Harmon  Henry  1,00; 
Lauretta  Kitchen  50c.,  1 13,00 
Port  Hope,  colls.  5,32  ;  Hope, 
ch.  7,G2;  Bloomtield,  colls. 
23,56  ;  Haldemand  26,09  ; 
Chraniake,  Brighton  and  Mur- 
ray 18,12;  Thurlon  2,78  ;  To- 
ronto 21,13,  104,62 
per  Rev.  Salem  T.  Griswold, 
agent  of  the  Union,   353,9 1 

g47 12,48 

Legacy. 

Brattleboro',  Vt.,  Miss  Amanda 
Had  ley,  Marion  Had  ley  ad- 
ministrator, to  cons.  J.  Kstey 
L.  M.,  per  Rev.  O.  Tracy, 
agent  of  the  Union,  100,00 

,§4812,48 

Total  from  April  1  to  Dec.  31 ,  ,^49,097,51. 

The  Treasurer  also  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  ^500  from  the  Am.  and  For.  Bible 
Soc  ,  for  printing  and  circulating  the  scrip«| 
tures  in  Germany.  ] 
liy  Rev.  O.  Tracy  acknowledges  a  don-V' 
tion  of  a  "  Map  of  the  Moral  World ''^  fron» 
Rev.  Mr.  Dustin,  of  Vt.,  for  his  use  as  agent 
of  the  Union. 


?■ 


